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n the second quarter of  
2011 terrorist incidents were 

increased roughly 15% and totaled 
3,398 versus 2,9631 from the first 
quarter of  2011. In this second quarter 
of  2011, 62 countries were afflicted 
with terrorist attacks versus 67 in the 
first quarter of  2011. 3398 terrorist 
attacks resulted in 5,069 lives lost 
and 7,307 injured. Also, 473 people 
were abducted by unknown assailants 
during the period. The deadliest 
incident was twin suicide attacks in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, in 
Pakistan on May 13, and claimed 98 
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lives and 140 injuries. The target was 
a police training centre.  The bombers 
blew themselves up soon after dawn 
as the newly-trained cadets were on 
their way out of  the main gate of  
the training centre. A bomber, riding 
a motorbike, first struck the recruits 
getting on minibuses parked just 
outside the gate, when other Frontier 
Constabulary people came to their 
help, another car with explosives 
was detonated. 16 kilogrammes of  
explosive material was used in the two 
explosions. Tehrik-i Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) claimed responsibility of  the 
attacks in revenge for the death of  Al-
Qaeda terrorist organization’s leader 
Osama bin Laden.

1   All figures mentioned in the report are totally procured from the open sources and any dispute in figures used in similar works is a matter of  capability to reach the same source. 
Neither NATO nor COE-DAT is responsible for the disputes but the analyst.

2	 Pakistan map, (accessed February 9, 2008), available from http://www.news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7236579.stm
3	 Pakistan Map (accessed August 3, 2002), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/2170586.stm
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province in Pakistan2

Another deadliest attack for the 
period was also double suicide attacks 
in Pakistan. At least 41 persons were 
killed and more than 100 injured when 
two suicide bombers blew themselves 
up outside the shrine of  Sufi saint 
Ahmed Sultan, popularly known as 
Sakhi Sarwar, in Dera Ghazi Khan 
District3  of  Punjab on April 3, 2011. 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
claimed responsibility for the suicide 
bombings. The suicide attacks carried 
out in retaliation for government 
operations.
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4	 Pakistan Map (accessed December 20, 2004), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4110711.stm

 

Moreover, another deadliest attack 
occurred in Pakistan again on May 
264.  The attack was a vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device (VBIED) 
attack, in Hangu district, near 
Peshawar city in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. 39 people were killed and 56 
others were wounded in the incident. 
A double-cabin pickup packed with 
explosives was detonated at a barrier 
outside the Hangu Police Station on 
Hangu-Thall Road, creating a 10-

foot long and foot-deep crater in the 
incident.
As usual, Iraq suffered by far the 
most with 808 separate attacks 
claiming 785 lives and injuring 
2,124 others along with 12 others 
abducted during the second quarter 
of  2011. The level of  violence in Iraq 
increased roughly 30% compared to 
the previous quarter and accounts for 
24% of  total attacks, 15% of  the total 
fatalities, and 29% of  the total injuries 
for worldwide terrorist incidents. The 
capital city, Baghdad, saw the most 

attacks with 366 separate terrorist 
incidents, claiming 290 lives and 
wounding 1070 people. The second 
most hit city in Iraq for the period 
was Mosul with 124 separate terrorist 
attacks. In Mosul, the attacks caused 
119 dead and 188 wounded, included 
four abducted.
The deadliest attack in Iraq was 19 
May IED attacks in Kirkuk province. 
At least 27 people were killed and 
more than 90 others wounded as a 
result of  three explosions that took 
place in Kirkuk. Five police officers 
have been among the killed persons. 
The attacks hallmarks al-Qaeda 
organization with having been behind 
the attacks, which took place to 
revenge the detention of  a number 
of  its high profile leaders, led by the 
so-called Wali (Islamic Governor) of  
Kirkuk in the underground Islamic 
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5	 Iraq Map, (accessed November 23, 2005); available from http://bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4460984.stm
6	 Iraq Map, (accessed November 23, 2005); available from http://bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4460984.stm
7	 Iraq Map, (accessed September 08, 2008); available at http://bbc.co.uk/2/hi /7604952.stm

In another suicide attack, happened 
in Babel province, on May 05, 2011 
claimed 24 lives and 72 injuries in 
Iraq.  The attack was the deadliest 
to hit Iraq7 in more than a month 
as security chiefs braced for revenge 
attacks by al Qaeda following the 
death of  Osama Bin Laden in a US 
commando raid in Pakistan on May 
01. Suicide bombing left a six-foot 
crater and badly damaged the police 
station in the centre of  the mainly 
Shia city, capital of  Babil province, in 
addition to several nearby houses and 
shops.

In addition, at least 25 people have 
been killed and 40 others wounded in 
two car bomb attacks in al-Qadisiyyah 
province, in Diwaniya6  on June 21, 
2011. The attacks targeted police 
barriers outside the compound of  
provincial governor. Most of  the 
victims of  the attacks in Diwaniya are 
policemen.

State of  Iraq. Noteworthy is that 
two explosions took place on, close 
to the Kirkuk Directorate, followed 
by another explosion close to the 
Province’s building5. 
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8	 Iraq Map, (accessed December 14, 2003); available at http://bbc.co.uk/2/hi /3317429.stm

Also, IED attack in Baghdad8 on 
June 23, 2011 claimed 23 lives and 
107 injuries. Three bombs exploded 
near a busy street market and a 
religious site in a mainly Shi’ite area 

of  southwestern Baghdad. The 
first explosions occurred in quick 
succession in the al-Shurta al-Rabaa 
district of  Baghdad, and one of  the 
blasts struck near a Husseiniya, a 
place of  worship for Shi’ites.

Country Number of Attacks K W A

4 India 307 203 124 130

2 Afghanistan 622 843 1,205 33

6 Yemen 105 226 250 22

9 Russia 98 51 83 0

1 Iraq 808 785 2,124 12

5 Mexico 133 852 44 17

8 Colombia 101 122 164 26

3 Pakistan 574 973 1446 37

7 Somalia 103 282 473 72

10 Thailand 81 60 158 0
Table 1 - The Most Hit Countries Worldwide during Second quarter of  2011.
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9	 Afghanistan Map (accessed June 12, 2007), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/6744931.stm

  

In the second quarter of  2011 
violence increased roughly 49% 
in Afghanistan. 622 attacks have 
recorded during the quarter versus 
417 in the first quarter of  2011. These 
622 attacks claimed 843 lives and 
injured 1,205 along with 33 people 
abducted during the period.

All 34 provinces of  Afghanistan were 
suffered from terrorism in second 
quarter of  2011, and as shown on 
the map below, terrorism-related 
incidents intensified in the southern 
and eastern parts of  Afghanistan.

The deadliest attack for the second 
quarter of  2011 was a suicide 
attack in eastern Logar province of  
Afghanistan on May 25, 20119.  38 
people were killed and 100 others 
injured as a suicide car bomb went 
off  in the incident. A suicide bomber 
blew his explosive-laden vehicle inside 
the compound of  a district hospital in 
Azra district.

In the second quarter of 2011 violence increased roughly 49% in Afghanistan. 622 attacks 
have recorded during the quarter versus 417 in the first quarter of 2011. These 622 attacks 
claimed 843 lives and injured 1,205 along with 33 people abducted during the period.
All 34 provinces of Afghanistan were suffered from terrorism in second quarter of 2011, and 
as shown on the map below, terrorism-related incidents intensified in the southern and eastern 
parts of Afghanistan.  

Incidents Intensity in Afghanistan in the second quarter of 2011

The deadliest attack for the second quarter of 2011 was a suicide attack in eastern Logar 
province of Afghanistan on May 25, 2011.9 38 people were killed and 100 others injured as a 
suicide car bomb went off in the incident. A suicide bomber blew his explosive-laden vehicle 
inside the compound of a district hospital in Azra district.

9 Afghanistan Map (accessed June 12, 2007), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/6744931.stm
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10	  Afghanistan Map (accessed October 19, 2001), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/1608272.stm
11	 Afghanistan map (Accessed July 1, 2006), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk.news/5136594.stm
12	 Kandahar map (Accessed October 19, 2008), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7678717.stm

 

Another deadliest attack was 11 June 
IED attack in Kandahar12  province, 
killing 15 people and wounding 
another one. The IED attack targeted 
the civilians in the attack. The bloody 
incident occurred when a mini-bus 
touched off  a roadside bomb in 
Kandahar’s Arghandab district.

In addition, 17 counter narcotics 
policemen have been killed and 22 
wounded during an ongoing poppy 
eradication campaign in southern 
province of  Helmand on April 
20, 2011. In the clash, another 18 
militants, who were trying to hamper 
the campaign, were arrested. All the 
areas cleared of  the illicit crop with 
the help of  Afghan and foreign 
soldiers11. 

Also, a raid in Paktia province on May 
19 claimed 36 lives and 20 injuries10.  
In the attack, an Afghan road 
construction company came under 
attack, and triggering an hours-long 
firefight in the worst single attack 
for months. This is the highest single 
death toll in a Taliban attack since the 
terrorists struck at a bank in Jalalabad in 
February 2011. Taliban also destroyed 
a lot of  equipment, including vehicles 
and road construction equipments.
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In Pakistan violence decreased 7% compared to the previous quarter. 574 terrorist incidents 
recorded during the second quarter of 2011 versus 619 in the first quarter of 2011. These 
attacks claimed 973 lives and causing 1,446 casualties along with 37 others abducted.

Incidents Intensity in Pakistan in the second quarter of 2011

The deadliest attack for the second quarter of 2011 was a twin suicide attack in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province on May 13, 2011, claiming 98 lives and 140 injuries.

Also, at least 32 people were killed and 95 others wounded in a suspected suicide bombing in 
a market in Peshawar14

14 Pakistan Map (accessed August 12, 2008), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7555493.stm

on June 11, 2011. The bombing took place near a building which 
houses several newspaper offices as well as apartments and across the street from the offices
of the top political agent to Khyber, and only about 100 yards from army housing units. A
small blast preceded a big one. The first explosion was relatively small and drew police and 
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13  Nangarhar Map (accessed April 29, 2008), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7372665.stm

In Pakistan violence decreased 7% 
compared to the previous quarter. 574 
terrorist incidents recorded during 
the second quarter of  2011 versus 
619 in the first quarter of  2011. These 
attacks claimed 973 lives and causing 
1,446 casualties along with 37 others 
abducted.
The deadliest attack for the second 
quarter of  2011 was a twin suicide 
attack in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province on May 13, 2011, claiming 
98 lives and 140 injuries.

Moreover, 13 people were killed and 
20 others wounded when a suicide 
attacker rammed his explosives-
packed car into a bus carrying police 
cadets in Jalalabad city, the capital 
of  eastern Nangarhar province on 
May 18, 2011. The attack took place 
near a police training academy on the 
Jalalabad-Torkham highway.13 
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14	  Pakistan Map (accessed August 12, 2008), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7555493.stm
15	 Pakistan Map (accessed January 28, 2003), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/2701803.stm
16	 Pakistan Map (accessed December 20, 2004), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4110711.stm

Also, at least 32 people were killed 
and 95 others wounded in a suspected 
suicide bombing in a market in 
Peshawar14 on June 11, 2011. The 
bombing took place near a building 
which houses several newspaper 

In addition, 30 police and paramilitary 
soldiers and up to 40 insurgents 
were killed in clashes after heavily 
armed terrorists crossed over from 
Afghanistan and attacked a checkpoint 
on June 2, 2011. 500 terrorists, 
including Afghan Taliban from across 
the border and Pakistani Taliban, took 
part in the attack on the checkpost in 
Barool village of  Nusrat Dara area in 
Upper Dir district15. 

Furthermore, at least 19 people were 
killed and 28 injured in an explosion 
inside a bakery in Nowshera district 
in Khyber Paktunkhwa province on 
June 5, 2011. A blast took place inside 
a bakery in Nowshera district. The 
bakery is surrounded by centres of  
army’s supply and artillery cores and 
has in front of  the bungalows and 
flats of  army officers16.

offices as well as apartments and 
across the street from the offices of  
the top political agent to Khyber, 
and only about 100 yards from army 
housing units. A small blast preceded 
a big one. The first explosion was 
relatively small and drew police and 
rescue workers to the site and then a 
large explosion rocked the area a few 
minutes later in the attack.
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17   Sindh Map (accessed November 6, 2000), available from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/1009280.stm 

307 terrorist incidents put India in the 
fourth place in the world according 
to number of  attacks during the 
second quarter of  2011. These attacks 
claimed 203 lives and 124 injuries in 
sum along with 130 abducted by 
unknown assailants.

 

Moreover, April 21 IED attack caused 
18 people killed and 41 wounded 
in Karachi, in Sindh province. The 
blast occurred in one of  the largest 
gambling dens in Karachi city. The 
blast was caused by a bomb which 
rocked an illegal gambling den run 
by a local crime gang. The den was 
known as the Rummy Club, and is 
located in a poorer part of  the south 
of  the Karachi city, where gambling 
is an illegal but popular activity. The 
bomb was planted inside a room 
within the den and detonated by 
remote control17.

307 terrorist incidents put India in the fourth place in the world according to number of 
attacks during the second quarter of 2011. These attacks claimed 203 lives and 124 injuries in 
sum along with 130 abducted by unknown assailants.

Incidents Intensity in India in the Second quarter of 2011
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307 terrorist incidents put India in the fourth place in the world according to number of 
attacks during the second quarter of 2011. These attacks claimed 203 lives and 124 injuries in 
sum along with 130 abducted by unknown assailants.

Incidents Intensity in India in the Second quarter of 2011
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18	 Jharkhand Map (accessed September 8, 2006), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/5322398.stm
19	 Chhattisgarh Map (accessed February 28, 2006), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/4757776.stm
20	 Coahuila map (accessed February 23, 2006) available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/4738712.stm

 

 

The deadliest attack was IED attack 
on May 3, 2011. At least 11 persons 
were killed and seven others injured. 
The target was Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) in the attack in the 
India’s eastern state of  Jharkhand18.  
The rebels targeted the security men 

Also, another deadliest attack was a 
10 June IED attack in Chhattisgarh 
province. The Communist Party of  
India-Maoist (CPI-Maoist) blew up 
an anti-landmine vehicle, killing 10 
policemen and injuring three others in 
Chhattsigarh’s Dantewada District19. 

Norco-terrorism related incidents in 
Mexico made this country the most 
hit fifth country in the world, and the 
most hit country in Americas with 
133 separate attacks, claiming 852 
lives, 44 injuries, and 17 abductions. 
The deadliest attack in Mexico was 
armed attack in Coahuila province 
on June 8, causing 13 civilians dead 
in the second quarter of  2011.20  The 
target was drug rehabilitation center 
in Torreon city in southwest Coahuila 
province.

by a landmine blast in the state’s 
Lohardaga district. The security men 
were patrolling the area in a vehicle 
which passed over the landmine, 
leading to the blast. Soon after the 
landmine blast, a gunfight broke out 
between the Maoists and the security 
forces soon after the attack.
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21	  Yemen Map (accessed September 9, 2010), available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/11246612
22	  Gedo Region map (accessed August 19, 2004), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8209381.stm

The violation increased roughly 
61% in Yemen and some 105 attacks 
claimed 226 lives and wounded 250 
people along with 22 people abducted 
during the period. The deadliest 
attack was June 29 VBIED attack in 
the southern province of  Abyan. 30 
soldiers were killed and 12 others 
were wounded21. 

In terms of  methodology, clash 
occurred 38 times resulting in 76 
deaths and 59 wounded, while armed 
attack was conducted 26 times and 
caused 73 dead and 82 wounded in 
Yemen. In addition, 12 IED attacks, 
including two VBIED attacks, 
claimed 43 lives and 41 injuries, while 
16 raids left 16 dead and 24 wounded. 
Furthermore, seven IDF attacks 
claimed 16 lives and 44 injuries, 22 
people were abducted in five separate 

abductions. Lastly, two people were 
executed in an execution incident in 
Yemen during the quarter.
103 terrorist attacks made the 
Somalia the most-hit sixth country in 
the world during the second quarter 
of  2011. 103 attacks claimed 282 
lives and 473 injuries, including 72 
others abducted. The deadliest attack 
was April 20 clash in Gedo region 
in Somalia, claiming 21 lives and 25 
injuries22. 

Nine different tactics used by terrorist 
in Somalia during the period, and the 
most used one was clash with 52 
repetitions, killing 173 people and 
wounding 297 others, while armed 
attack was the second most used 
methodology with 14 repetitions, 
claiming 36 lives and 20 injuries. 
IED attack was the most used third 
methodology with 11 attacks, resulting 
in 31 deaths and 43 wounded. Also, 
six indirect fire (IDF) attacks caused 
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23  Cauca map (accessed September 5, 2005) available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4216640.stm
24	 Russia  Map (accessed May 13, 2010), available from  news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8679592.stm

Violence in Russia continued in the 
second quarter of  2011 and decreased 
roughly 3%. 98 separate terrorist 
incidents versus 101 compared to 
the previous quarter, resulting in 51 
dead and 83 wounded. The most 
significant attack in Russia was April 
11 clash in Dagestan province24.  The 
police returned fire at a group of  
terrorists in the Dagestan region, and 
at least three policemen were killed in 
Russia’s North Caucasus in the clash.

25 dead and 86 wounded, while 61 
people were abducted in six piracy 
incidents. In addition, five raids 
claimed eight lives and 18 injuries, 
while six people were executed in four 
separate incidents. Moreover, three 
suicide attacks left three dead and 
nine wounded. Lastly, 11 people were 
abducted in two separate abductions 
in Somalia during the quarter. 
Colombia was the most hit eighth 
country in the world during the 
second quarter of  2011. 101 terrorist 
attacks claimed 122 lives and 164 
injuries, including 26 abducted. The 
most deadly attack was June 6 raid in 
Cauca province23.  An attack on police 
headquarters in Colombia’s southern 
Cauca department has killed four and 
injured 16. The police barracks were 
fired on and hit with grenades during 

a surprise attack in the El Mango 
neighborhood of  Argelia, in the south 
of  the department in the incident.
10 different methodologies used 
during the period and the most 
used one was armed attack with 31 
repetitions, resulting in 59 deaths 
and 46 wounded, while IED attack 
including three VBIED attacks was 
the most used second tactic with 
25 attacks, causing 18 dead and 36 
wounded. Also, 17 clashes resulted 
in 16 deaths and 15 wounded. In 
addition, seven raids left nine dead, 
23 wounded and four abducted, while 
22 people were abducted in seven 
abductions. Moreover, seven IDF 
attacks claimed 44 injuries, while 20 
people were executed in four separate 
executions. Lastly, two cyber attacks 
were reported, while an arson attack 
caused no casualties in Colombia 
during the period.
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25  Thailand Map (accessed April 29, 2004), available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia_pacific/3668693.stm

Nine different methodologies were 
used in Russia and clash was the most 
used tactic during the quarter with 
32 occurrences, while IED Attack 
including two VBIED attacks was 
the most used second tactic with 32 
occurrences in Russia. Also, 28 armed 
attacks, two executions, an IDF 
attack, a suicide attack, a hoax and a 
single cyber attack were recorded in 
Russia during the quarter. Off  these, 
32 clashes claimed 21 lives and 45 
injuries, while IED attacks caused 
three dead and 20 wounded.

Thailand was the tenth most hit 
country in the second quarter of  
2011. 81 terrorist attacks caused 60 
people dead and 158 others wounded. 
Three troubled southern provinces, 
Yala, Narathiwat and Pattani were the 
most volatile cities in terms of  the 
number of  attacks during the quarter. 
Yala suffered 29 attacks that resulted 
in 28 people killed and 86 wounded, 
while in Narathiwat 11 people were 
killed and 40 were wounded in 24 
separate attacks. The Pattani province 
of  also suffered a significant number 
of  attacks, 20, which claimed 18 lives 
and wounded 20. The largest attack 
was May 3 armed attack in Yala 
province25.  Four people were killed 
and 15 others were wounded in the 
incident.
In Europe 17 countries were hit by 
terrorists during the quarter. The 
most hit country was Russia with 98 
separate attacks, while Turkey was 
the second one with 65 separate 
attacks. In addition, United Kingdom 
(UK) was hit 39 times. Most of  the 
attacks in UK were IED attacks, 
with 18 repetitions. Also, Australia, 
Belarus, Belgium, Czech Rep., France, 
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Latvia, Moldova, Netherlands, Spain 
and Ukraine were the other countries 
suffered from terrorism. 

Terrorists used 13 different tactics 
in the second quarter of  2011. IED 
attacks were the most used tactic 
during the quarter, with some 1114 
attacks, claiming 994 lives and 2,925 
wounded, while traditional armed 
attacks were the most used second 
tactic with some 788 repetitions, 
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resulting in 1,329 deaths and 597 
wounded along with three abducted. 
Iraq was the most targeted with 
IEDs, suffering 376 separate attacks. 
Afghanistan was the second country 
suffered IED attacks with 203 incidents, 
while Pakistan was the third most 
targeted country with 180 incidents. 
In addition, 81 IED attacks reported 
from India, while 30 IED attacks were 
reported in Russia. Lastly, 27 IED 
attacks were reported from Turkey. 
The deadliest IED attack was 26 May 
IED attack in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province in Pakistan. At least 39 people 
were killed and 56 others wounded in 
the incident. Special analyze for IED 
incidents first five months of  2010 and 
2011 were compared and result can be 
found below.

THE INCREASE IN THE USE 
OF IED’S DURING RECENT 
TERRORISM INCIDENTS
Leading with Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Iraq, terrorist organizations have been 
carrying out numerous attacks using 

Table 2 - The Most Used Tactics in the World during the Second Quarter of 2011.
Extrajudicial killings posed an important security challenge for Afghanistan, Colombia, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, India, Iraq, Mexico, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Somalia, Yemen and 

Event Type Event Count KIA WIA AIA
1 IED 1,114 994 2,925 0
2 Armed Attack 788 1,329 597 3
3 Clash 534 841 1,292 7
4 Execution 237 813 5 0
5 IDF 205 129 456 0
6 VBIED 135 257 794 0
7 Suicide Attack 99 447 1,043 0
8 Raid 87 229 186 14
9 Abduction 80 0 0 337
10 Arson 70 30 9 0
11 Hoax 24 0 0 0
12 Cyber Attack 15 0 0 0
13 Piracy 10 0 0 112

IEDs in several countries. Following 
are the results in comparison with the 
today’s IED attacks and more previous 
periods.

When analyzed these results; 
1.	The number of  Spring-Summer 

period IED attacks increase in 
comparison with winter months. The 
reason for that is the general tendency 
which terrorist incidents show while 
transitioning from winter to summer. 
This is also incrementing effect of  the 
seasonal changes in the amount of  
incidents.

2.	Especially the number of  latest 
IED attacks in Pakistan increased.

3.	Coalition forces increased daily 
reconnaissance and surveillance 
missions since the weather conditions 
started to get better. Hence, the 
possibility for running into an IED was 
also getting higher.

4.	Surrendering of  many terrorists 
belonging to Taliban Al-Qaeda and the 
effective operations of  coalition forces 
made terrorists feel that they had to 
show themselves in international media 
and raise the morale of  the members 
all over the world. Therefore, they used 
IEDs which are cheap to obtain and 
suitable for loud reaction.

Extrajudicial killings posed an 
important security challenge for 
Afghanistan, Colombia, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, India, Iraq, Mexico, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Russia, Somalia, Yemen and 
especially for Iraq where 64 people lost 
their lives in captivity in 40 separate 
incidents during the second quarter of  
2011.
Clashes between security forces and 
terrorists caused considerable damage. 
534 incidents claimed 841 lives, 1292 
injuries and included seven abducted. 
Clash posed an important security 
challenge for Afghanistan with 157 
incidents, while India was the second 
most hit country with 65 clashes. Lastly, 
in Somalia 52 clashes left 173 dead and 
297 wounded while, in Pakistan 51 
clashes resulted in 114 deaths and 171 
wounded.
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Event Type Event Count KIA WIA AIA

4 Execution 237 813 5 0

2 Armed Attack 788 1,329 597 3

6 VBIED 135 257 794 0

9 Abduction 80 0 0 337

1 IED 1,114 994 2,925 0

5 IDF 205 129 456 0

8 Raid 87 229 186 14

3 Clash 534 841 1,292 7

7 Suicide Attack 99 447 1,043 0

10 Arson 70 30 9 0

11 Hoax 24 0 0 0

12 Cyber Attack 15 0 0 0

13 Piracy 10 0 0 112

Table 2 - The Most Used Tactics in the World during the Second Quarter of  2011.

Execution was the fourth most used 
tactic during the quarter with some 
237 attacks, claiming 813 lives and 
five injuries. Pakistan was the most 
volatile country related to execution 
with 77 incidents, while 34 incidents 
were recorded in Iraq. In Pakistan 71 
executions caused 123 dead, while 
34 executions in Iraq resulted in 54 
deaths. Also, Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Brazil, Colombia, DRC, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, India, Mexico, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Russia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Thailand, and Yemen were other 
countries where execution occurred 
during the period.
A wide usage of  Indirect Fire (IDF) 
attacks was also noted during the 

quarter, killing 129 and wounding 456 
in 205 attacks.
Another deadly IED tactic, the VBIED 
attack, was the sixth most used tactic. 
There were 135 separate attacks claiming 
257 lives and injuring 794 during the 
quarter. Iraq was the most afflicted 
with 100 separate VBIED attacks that 
killed 168 people and wounded 561 
others. Other countries suffered from 
this tactic were Afghanistan, Colombia, 
India, Moldova, Pakistan, Russia, 
Thailand, and UK during the second 
quarter of  2011.
Suicide attack was the most used 
seventh tactic during the period with 
some 99 separate attacks, claiming 447 
lives and 1043 injuries. Afghanistan was 
the most hit country with 59 separate 
attacks, while Pakistan was the second 
most hit country with 19 attacks. In 
addition, Algeria, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Nigeria, Russia, and Somalia were the 
other countries afflicted suicide attack 
during the quarter.
During the quarter, 87 raids caused 229 
dead and 186 wounded, and included 
14 abducted. Yemen was the leading 
country with 16 raids. Also, Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Burkina Faso, Colombia, DRC, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Somalia, 
Sudan, Thailand, Turkey, UK, USA 
were the other countries afflicted raid 
attacks.
Abductions were another tactic used 
during the period. 80 separate abduction 
incidents claimed 337 abducted. Also, 
70 incidents of  arson claimed 30 lives 
and nine injuries during the period.
Hoax was another method used during 
the period, 24 hoax incident occurred, 
while 15 cyber attacks were reported 
during the second quarter of  2011. 
Lastly, 10 piracy incidents were 
reported. India, Kenya, Oman and 
Somalia were the countries suffered 
from piracy related incidents during the 
quarter.
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COE-DAT conducted a course in 
Efficient Crisis Management to 
Mitigate the Effects of  Terrorist 
Activities over the period 18-22 April 
2011 at its facilities in Ankara.  The 
aim of  the course was to provide 
participants with a general framework 
for crisis management activities.  The 
course discussed the basic strategies 
in managing periods of  crisis and 
its different phases as well as some 
of  the mitigation tools and training 
techniques, especially for security 
forces and first responders.

The course was attended by 7 
lecturers from 3 countries and 
36 participants from 17 different 
countries.  The format allowed for 
formal lectures, examples through 
case studies, student working groups 
and finished with a panel discussion 
with 3 of  the visiting lecturers.  Each 
lecturer was given 1 hour to present 
their topic and this included time for a 
question and answer (Q&A) session.  
The speakers were from a diverse 
range of  backgrounds – both military 
and civilian, theorists, academics 
and practitioners – and this coupled 
with the slightly smaller than average 
number of  participants allowed for 
analytical and constructive discussion 
to be held during the Q&A sessions, 
breaks between lectures and the end 
of  course Panel Discussion.

SUMMARY OF PRESENTED 
MATERIAL

Opening Lecturer - Terrorism as a 
Type of  Crisis  

The opening speaker was Dr. 
Gordon WOO who is a Mathematical 
Theorist who works as a consultant 
with Risk Management Solutions.  He 

framed the overall subject area for the 
course and discussed the difficulties 
in defining terrorism.  He gave a 
well recognized definition of  a crisis 
before moving onto terrorism as a 
trigger for crises, noting in particular 
the link between low GDP per capita 
and failing states.  He highlighted the 
need to look at a historical perspective 
based on geography to see how 
terrorism trends have developed and 
help focus on where future crises may 
develop.  

Dr WOO then went on to highlight 
political mishandling of  crises and 
crisis management gone wrong citing 
the aftermath of  the Madrid 2004 
bombings and the policing of  the 
London G20 Conference.  Staying 
on the issue of  politics he discussed 
the relevance of  terrorism against 
repressive regimes to today’s ongoing 
crises (especially in the Middle East 
and North Africa) and the links 
between political crisis, terrorism and 
organized crime.  He used polling 
conducted in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories in 2003 to highlight that 
violence caused a violent response but 
the non-violence, either on the behalf  
of  the government or the opposition, 
can generate a non-violent response.

In summary his opening remarks 
he stated that we live in momentous 
times with an ongoing cascade of  
political change.  What is required is 
a broad understanding of  the actions 
that led to any given crisis to find 
better alternatives to violence.

Introduction to Crisis Management  

Dr. Robyn MACE is a specialist 
at the School for Criminal Justice 
at Michigan State University and a 
regular contributor to COE-DAT 
courses.  She started with a definition 
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of  crisis management and that stated 
that the aim of  any crisis management 
activity was to identify and mitigate 
the high priority risk.  She then 
presented various risk management 
methodologies and discussed the 
merits of  the various approaches.  It 
was stressed that different models 
would appeal to different individuals 
and be appropriate to different 
situations.  More detailed discussion 
was then held on the Watson Security 
Organisation ‘Global Security Matrix’ 
and it was highlighted that there 
were 5 options when managing risk 
– Accept, Reduce, Mitigate, Transfer 
and Avoid – but that the last two were 
rarely available to the military and law 
enforcement agencies.  She finished 
with the statement that in every crisis 
there is the opportunity to learn and 
that the ‘After Action Review’ process 
is crucial to managing the next crisis 
more successfully.

Leadership in Times of  Crisis

Assoc. Prof. Dr. (Colonel) Ünsal 
SIĞRI the chair at the Department 
of  Defense Management in the 
Institute of  Defense Sciences at the 
Turkish Military Academy in Ankara.  
He opened his lecture with the 
statement ‘nothing tests a leader like 
a crisis’.  He went on to discuss the 
contempory challenges and current 
trends in leadership thought and 
theory and talked about leadership 
activities through the different phases 
of  a crisis.  He stressed that the key to 
effective leadership is communication 
but more importantly the ability to 
quickly assess and make a decision.

Crisis Management in NATO

Maj. Mehmet SALAR is a Turkish 
Army Officer and responsible for 
running Crisis Management courses 

at the NATO School Oberammergau, 
Germany.  He gave a description of  
the 6 phases of  the NATO Crisis 
Management System and structure.  
He went into detail on the NATO 
systems – NIWS, NCRS, OPP 
and CEP – describing what they 
were, how they worked and more 
importantly how they were exercised 
and validated.  He finished with how 
NATO links into other organisations 
such as the UN, EU and OSCE using 
previous NATO Peace Support 
Operations as an example.

Terrorism Threat Assessment

Dr. WOO opened his second lecture 
of  the courses with a discussion on 
various terrorist attack scenarios.  He 
stated that terrorism was a thinking 
man’s game and that in the past 
security services have underestimated 
the terrorists will to win.  He added 
that just like events in nature, the 
terrorist will generally follow the 
path of  least resistance to target 
vulnerabilities.  This meant that to 
define the threat one must look at 
the opponent’s capability, conduct 
criticality analysis of  infrastructure 
and overall vulnerability analysis.  
He ended with some comments on 
how social network analysis is being 
used to predict how easily a plot will 
be detected given terrorist cell size.  
Adapting the well known English 
phrase ‘too many cooks spoil the 
broth’ into ‘too many terrorists spoil 
the plot’ succinctly summaries the 
research data that shows that the 
larger the cell size with the greater 
number of  external connections and 
the more the likelihood of  detection.  
This provides a unique ‘win-win’ 
situation for the security services as 
the terrorists move to smaller cell 
size to avoid detection they often cut 
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themselves off  from outside technical 
expertise.

The NATO Response to a Crisis

In his second and final lecture of  
the course Maj. SALAR stated that 
NATO works within a complex 
environment where one size does not 
fit all.  The comprehensive approach is 
the preferred method of  approaching 
a crisis and is made up of  many 
strands.  In assessing its response an 
organisation is faced with “known 
knowns”, “known unknowns” and the 
“unknown unknown’s”.  It is the latter 
that pose a significant problem and 
must be reduced.  He then went on 
to describe the contingency planning 
process and systems within NATO 
using ends, ways and means as the 
format.  He finished by highlighting 
the problems and dilemmas of  
networking interagency response and 
that the key aspect was liaison and 
strong leadership.

The UK Perspective of  Crisis 
Management; London 7/7 as a 
Case Study

Detective Inspector Kevin 
TRESIDDER is a UK Police Officer 
with the Counter Terrorism Branch of  
Metropolitan Police.  He used a step 
by step walk through talk through of  
the London 7/7 2005 bomb attacks 
and the foiled Haymarket Bombs of  
2007 from his personal experiences 
of  commanding the UK Counter 
Terrorist Command Control Centre 
to give a detailed description of  the 
reality and challenges faced by law 
enforcement and the security services 
when dealing with a terrorist crisis.  
He stressed the need for intelligence 
and information sharing to prevent 
crises occurring and also the need for 

close interagency cooperation once a 
crisis occurs.

Terrorism Threat Management

In his third and final lecture Dr. 
WOO picked up where the previous 
one finished and framed the subject 
as Disaster Management which 
encompassed both terrorism and 
natural disasters, acknowledging that 
there are many similarities.  He used 
an interesting analogy in that the 
Thames Barrier is raised on average 
4 times per year to prevent the River 
Thames flooding London.  This is the 
same numbers as the average number 
of  terrorist plots foiled each year 
in the UK.  The question is one of  
managing likelihood vs consequence 
and trading off  loss against cost.  

Dr WOO then went onto discussed a 
number of  threat management issues.  
Firstly the mathematical war on terror 
which highlighted the capabilities of  
the security services at code breaking 
and decryption.  His premise was 
that the terrorists have ‘smart guys’ 
but those in the security service are 
smarter.  He then moved went on 
to discuss the ‘Small World Network 
Problem’ which states that in any 
social network there is a tipping point 
that allows connections and linkages 
to be identified and subsequently 
analysed – you have already heard 
the phrase ‘too many terrorists 
spoil the plot’.  He concluded with 
risk reduction, resource allocation, 
risk avoidance and risk shifting.  As 
you harden particular targets the 
terrorist will follow that path of  least 
resistance to the softer targets.  There 
is never enough resource to protect 
everything and you will always be left 
with residual soft targets.  Resilience – 
continuity and recovery – is therefore 
a key aspect of  threat management.
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Roles and Responsibilities of  the 
First Responder; the All-hazards 
Approach

Mr. Terry GRIFFIN is a retired 
US Government Official with over 
30 years experience in the Crisis 
Management field.  His final job was 
the Disaster Preparedness Manager 
for US Navy Region Southeast.  He 
opened his lecture with the statement 
that all crises are essentially local.  
Irrespective of  what other agencies 
are involved it is locals that are 
impacted first and locals that will 
be left dealing with the aftermath in 
the end.  He used the Civil Defence 
Program as an example of  how the US 
tied together the various emergency 
services and stared training using 
the all hazards approach which 
encompassed terrorism, natural 
disasters and man-made incidents.  
He stressed the essential role played 
by the Emergency Preparedness 
Liaison Officers to ensure that each 
first responder agency – military or 
civil – knew what was expected of, 
the language and personalities of  all 
the others.

Civil Disorder Management 

Dr. MACE opened her second 
lecture with the comment that this 
subject has direct relevance to the 
current events in a number of  Middle 
Eastern and North African countries.  
The motivations for collective action 
and the context and characteristics of  
crowds which need to be understood 
for effective control were discussed.  
Using the Problem Analysis Triangle 
– offender, target and place – in 
which only one element needs to be 
removed for effective civil disorder 
management gives a good tool for 
finding the best solution at any given 

point in time.  Intelligence – who, 
what, when, where, why and how? 
– and effective communication are 
key activities.  The goal must be to 
reduce any given crowd and remove 
offenders.

The US Perspective of  Crisis 
Management Using Recent 
Natural Disasters as Case Studies

In his second and final lecture Mr. 
GRIFFIN introduced the differences 
between civilian and military crisis 
management organisations within the 
US.  He highlighted the difficulties 
of  coordination when multiple 
partners and multiple agencies are 
involved in any given incident.  The 
Incident Control System (ICS) was 
discussed in detail.  The need for 
unified command and the fact that 
the incident commander may change 
as the situation develops was stressed 
a number of  times as was the fact 
that the liaison officers with/from 
all the different agencies are crucial 
to successful multi-agency response.  
There must be a common framework 
for ‘cross agency work’ of  which the 
US National Incident Management 
Systems (NIMS) is a good example.

The International Perspective; 
Natural Disasters and Terrorism  

Dr. MACE started the lecture with 
a review of  threats to global security 
– poverty, water, hunger, resources, 
political instability, climate change, 
natural disasters, accidents and 
failures – and using a number of  
examples discussed the use of  the 
Global Security Matrix introduced 
in her first lecture in more detail.  
She highlighted that these threats 
do not generally occur in isolation 
and that there are cascading (2nd, 3rd 
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and subsequent order) impacts that 
can be exploited by hostile actors.  
Historical evidence points to the fact 
that people are considered to be more 
resilient to, and accepting of, natural 
events as opposed to terrorism but 
it is important that protective factors 
against the range of  threats are be 
considered before (through training), 
during and after (by conducting 
AARs) any event.

Internal Crisis Communication 
and Information Management

Dr. MACE opened her final lecture 
to the course with the observation 
that although we do it everyday the 
one thing people are actually not very 
good at is communication.  The talk 
but do not listen and therein lies a 
grey area; that of  the encoding and 
interpretation of  messages.  A lot of  
people confuse one way messaging 
with communication and it is certainly 
not.  There are numerous channels 
– electronic, print, face to face, 
workspace – in which communication 
occurs and it is crucial to have strategies 
in place to manage information across 
all these channels in an accurate and 
timely manner.  Dr MACE finished 
by highlighting the do’s and don’t of  
crisis communication.

Public Information and the Media 

Maj. Melih BARUT is a PhD 
Student in Media Relations and 
currently serving in the Turkish Air 
Force Headquarters.  He delivered 
his presentation into 2 sections; 
firstly Media & Terrorism in which he 
explored the symbiotic relationship 
between the two.  Terrorism involves 
‘symbolic communication’.  The media 
amplifiers the terrorist message, plays 
on the fears of  the target audience 

and can act as a force multiplier for 
the terrorist.  Secondly, he discussed 
Crisis Communication, picking up 
on aspects of  the previous lecture 
by Dr MACE.  The ‘communication 
logic triangle’ was introduced as a 
model for effective communication 
with the media.  The Joint Crisis 
Information System (JCIS) is a ‘one 
stop shop’, multi-agency network of  
Public Information Officers (PIOs) 
for the media that ensures a single 
message.  It must be open, accessible 
and transparent and the message must 
be in plain language so it could easily 
be understood. 

Panel Discussion

The panel consisted of  Dr WOO, 
Dr MACE and Mr GRIFFIN.  This 
gave a good balance between theorist, 
academic and practitioner.  Dr WOO 
opened the discussion by commenting 
that the example of  good governance 
is a significant weapon in combating 
the terrorist threat.  This stimulated 
a significant amount of  debate on 
the root causes of  terrorism and 
how the actions of  important world 
actors can have both a positive and 
negative effect.  The discussion then 
moved on to today’s contemporary 
issues such as the crises in the Middle 
East and North Africa and religiously 
motivated terrorism.  It focused on 
the importance of  historical context 
and understanding the ‘human terrain’ 
in dealing with these issues.

SUMMARY AND 
CONCLUSIONS

The course brought together an 
international mix of  theorists, 
academics and practitioners from a 
variety of  backgrounds to discuss a 
broad range of  crisis management 
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related topics.  The idea was to 
challenge participant’s preconceptions 
and get them to think about 
contemporary issues using crisis 
management techniques as the vehicle 
for discussion.  Participation from 
the floor was excellent.  Searching 
questions were regularly asked of  
the presenters that then stimulated 
significant levels of  debate, both 
inside and outside of  the lecture hall.  

As the course progressed a number of  
important issues were raised, repeated 
and reinforced by both lectures and 
participants.  

•	 The most important area to 
which the most resources must 
be focused was considered to 
be that of  all source intelligence 
gathering.  This was deemed 
to be the key activity in crisis 
prevention. 

•	 All response, whether to a 
terrorist incident, natural 
disaster or accident will likely 
be multi-agency.  

•	 In a multi-agency environment 
a unified command structure 
and strong leadership are 
crucial.  This must be based on 
a foundation of  cooperation, 
close liaison and good (internal 
and external) communication.

•	 The multi-agency environment 
requires that contingency 
planning is conducted.  These 
plans must be exercised and 
validated, and first responders 
trained, using the results of  a 
robust Lessons Learned/After 
Action Review process.

•	 Context is everything.  Future 
crises can only be prevented or 
their effects mitigated through 
the study of  geographical 
history and an in depth 
understanding of  the ‘human 
(or cultural) terrain’.
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he peacetime soldier’s principal 
task is to prepare effectively 

for the next war. In order to do so, 
he must anticipate what the next war 
will be like. This is a difficult task that 
gets continuously more difficult. Since 
World War II, the nature of  war has 
changed gradually but continuously, 
evolving from conventional total wars 
among states to low intensity military 
confrontations between states and 
organizations. 

This observation encompasses two 
dimensions: first, the number of  
low intensity wars is greater than the 
number of  conventional total wars. 
Second, there have been more wars 
between a state and organizations 
(terror organization, guerrilla 
organization) than (symmetric) 
wars between states. (See Figure 1) 
This does not mean that the age of  
conventional wars is over, but rather 
that the phenomenon of  other kinds 
of  confrontations has expanded 
significantly alongside regular wars.

Throughout history, war has changed 
its face and developed a myriad of  
manifestations. Therefore, also the 
classifications of  warfare and the 
theories to win wars had to adapt 
to those changes. One of  the most 
recent theories revolves around the 
phenomenon the world faces today 
with warfare waged by terrorists and 
insurgents. This so-called ‘fourth 
generation warfare’ (4GW) model 
is still young and evolving; one 
cannot even find it in the official 
documents of  NATO. However, it 
has already established itself  more 
and more in the writings of  today’s 
military theorists. This paper will 
give a brief  summary of  the most 
common existing models of  warfare, 
highlighting certain characteristics 
and strategies exploited, as well as 
followed, by the players employing 
4GW.

The fourth generation of  modern 
warfare (4GW), a concept defined by 
William S. Lind and later expanded 
by Thomas X. Hammes, is used to 
describe the decentralized nature 
of  modern warfare. The simplest 
definition includes any war in which 
one of  the major participants is not 
a state but rather a violent non-state 
actor. Fourth generation wars are 
characterized by a blurring of  the lines 
between war and politics, soldier and 
civilian, conflict and peace, battlefield 
and safety.

While this term is similar to terrorism 
and asymmetric warfare, it is much 
narrower. Classical insurgencies 
and the Indian Wars are examples 
of  pre-modern war, not 4GW. 
Fourth generation warfare usually 
has the insurgency group or non-
state side trying to implement their 
own government or reestablish an 
old government instead of  the one 
currently running the territory. The 
blurring of  lines between the state and 

“War is an act of  force, and there 
is no logical limit to the application 
of  that force.”
Carl von Clausewitz
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the non-state is further complicated 
in a democracy by the power of  the 
media.

Forms of  conflicts

War has been a constant companion 
to humankind throughout history 
and people have influenced it by the 
way they were fighting.2 Since ancient 
times, when the Egyptians, the 
Greeks or the Chinese fought their 
conflicts, humankind was studying 
war and its origin. Conflicts can be 
symmetric, dissymmetric, asymmetric 
or a combination of  all three forms. In 
symmetric conflicts, the two opposing 
adversaries dispose of  armed forces 
that are similar in all aspects such as 
force structure, doctrine and assets 
and also have comparable tactical, 
operational and strategic objectives.3 

A variety of  forms of  armed violence, 
perpetrated by non-state and state-
affiliated actors, are becoming 
widespread and increasingly 
interconnected in both conflict and 
post-conflict settings. In different 
combinations, these forms often 
account for much of  the on-going 
violence in areas affected by armed 
conflicts. They are carried out in the 
same locations, often by the same 
actors, and may be integrated to the 
point where they are indistinguishable 
from one another.

A conflict is dissymmetric when one 
of  the opposing forces is superior by 
means of  force structure, doctrine and 
assets, but both parties are striving for 
similar political and military objectives. 
In an asymmetric conflict, one of  the 
opponents is unable or unwilling to 
wage the war with comparable force 
structure, doctrine and assets and 
has different political and military 
objectives than his adversary. There 
are many definitions of  war but for 
different types of  war itself, there 

exist even more explanations. Total 
war, limited war, and small war are 
only a limited selection of  the myriad 
of  terms often used. Theorists 
also tried to categorize the way that 
man has fought his wars. Today, we 
find many different categorizations 
and in this article only a few will be 
mentioned – namely epochs, waves, 
and generations. 

Epochs of  war

Dr. T. Lindsay Moore and Robert 
J. Bunker developed the theory of  
epoch wars in a research seminar in 
1987. Their theory divided Western 
civilization and its way to wage war 
into four epochs, each of  them 
focused on energy sources. First 
epoch war was based on human 
energy and can be placed in the time 
of  the ancient Greeks or Romans. 
The use of  animal-based energy was 
the foundation for the second epoch 
war, which Moore and Bunker place 
in medieval times with its cavalry-
based type of  warfare.4 

The exploitation of  mechanical 
energy in the form of  machines and 
engines made for the third epoch 
war, which spans from the age of  
Absolutism to the Blitzkrieg of  World 
War II (WWII). Bunker and Moore 
defined two forms of  fourth epoch 
war, which they also call warfare based 
on post-mechanical energy, advanced 
technology warfare or non-Western 
warfare.5 They further define non-
Western warfare as terrorism and low-
intensity conflict (LIC), and think of  
it as being mostly equivalent to 4GW. 

Alvin and Heidi Toffler developed 
a theory of  warfare based on the 
economic and societal changes in 
civilization. They defined first wave 
war as an agricultural war, which 
bore the characteristics of  a seasonal 
war and soldiers were paid with land 
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instead of  money. The industrial 
revolution made the second wave 
war possible. Its era in time lasted 
roughly from the late 17th century 
to the end of  the 20th century. It 
manifested itself  in different wars 
such as the Napoleonic wars, the Civil 
War, the two World Wars and the wars 
in Korea and Vietnam. According to 
the Tofflers, the third wave of  war 
started in the late 1970s-early 1980s 
and is largely based on knowledge. 
They also see today’s world divided in 
first-, second- and third-wave states, 
each with its own distinct agendas. 
This situation creates friction and 
turmoil to promote what the Tofflers 
call “the rise of  the soft edge state” 6 
or the shift from a world of  nations 
to a myriad of  feudal first-wave 
states, traditional second-wave states 
and modern third-wave city-states. 
Chief  executive officers (CEO) of  
multinational companies and religious 
leaders will have a more prominent 
role in the future world system.

Generations of  warfare

In 1989, Bill Lind and a team of  
officers created the term ‘fourth 
generation warfare.’ When Napoleon 
stood on the battlefield with his army 
spread out in straight lines, marching 
straight forward to the opposing army 
in a war of  attrition, he was using first 
generation warfare (1GW) techniques 
on Europe’s battlefields. Barbed 
wire, the machine gun and indirect 
fire influenced the tactics of  second 
generation warfare (2GW), which was 
based on massed firepower rather 
than massed military formations. 
Second generation warfare remained 
linear and the conflicts were largely 
wars of  attrition. 

Third generation warfare (3GW) 
saw for the first time non-linear 
tactics and was based on maneuver 

combined with firepower rather than 
attrition. Guderian’s tank warfare 
tactics were a typical example of  third 
generation warfare. Fourth generation 
warfare (4GW) takes the war to the 
people instead of  the armed forces 
and its object is to provoke a collapse 
of  the enemy internally rather than 
destroying his armed forces physically. 
The fourth generation battlefield does 
not only include the armed forces’ 
area of  operation but also contains 
more or less the whole society of  the 
enemy. 7

Because modern societies are 
dependent on oil, electrical power, 
technological equipment, and 
communications, they become very 
vulnerable. The objectives of  an 
asymmetric player in a 4GW conflict 
are not restricted to military targets but 
include political, social, economic and 
even psychological aspects.8 Fourth 
generation warfare is not yet fully 
developed but is still evolving. One 
could also say that it is amorphous 
and adaptive. Actors using 4GW 
techniques are constantly reacting 
to the response of  their opponents. 
The goal of  4GW is to make the 
enemy collapse internally rather than 
physically destroy it. Therefore, 4GW 
becomes a logical choice for terrorist 
groups and other asymmetric players. 
To sum it up, one could say that 4GW 
includes many aspects of  the better-
known definitions of  small wars, 
limited wars, low intensity conflict 
(LIC) and asymmetric wars.

The Fourth Generation of  Modern 
Warfare

The German military strategist Carl 
von Clausewitz divided society into 
the people, the commander and his 
army, and the government.9 According 
to Clausewitz, the purpose of  the 
opponent’s army was to protect the 
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10 William S. Lind, Major John F. Schmitt, and Colonel Gary I. Wilson, “Fourth Generation Warfare: Another Look,” Marine Corps Gazette (December 1994), pp. 35-36.
11 Heiko Weiner, “Low Intensity Conflicts,“ (Seminarpaper, Universitaet der Bundeswehr, Fakultaet fuer Sozialwissenschaften, 2001), p. 9.

country. He believed that to win a war, 
you must first destroy the army.  As a 
logical consequence, the government 
and the people will then strive for 
peace. The people, he believed, should 
be totally excluded from the war. This 
differentiation between combatants 
and non-combatants became the 
baseline for the humanitarian way of  
thinking of  Western armed forces. 
Different treaties, conventions, and 
agreements throughout the 19th 
and 20th centuries documented this 
distinction. The most important 
agreements were the protocols of  
the two Hague Conferences of  1899 
and 1907 as well as the Geneva 
Conventions of  1949.

Since the Peace of  Westphalia in 
1648, 4GW represents one of  the 
largest changes in warfare because 
the state has lost its monopoly on 
war. Almost 200 nations signed 
the Geneva Conventions but the 
actors waging a 4GW conflict do 
not recognize the monopoly of  
the armed forces of  a state and its 
representatives – army, police, border 
guards, etc. This is especially true if  
the nation is a weak and failing state 
due to corruption or the inability of  
its government to rule effectively. 
The unjust distribution of  wealth, 
poverty, corruption, repression, and 
the collapse of  the social structure 
encourage the emergence of  groups 
willing to attain their objectives 
through insurgency, guerrilla, or 
terrorist acts. Additionally, if  the state 
no longer has the power to protect its 
citizens, the people will look for an 
alternative and turn towards whatever 
group or organization can provide 
them with protection and security.10  
This is exactly what happened in 
Somalia and Afghanistan; it is one of  
the most important characteristics of  
4GW. Often latent ethnic, religious, 
or cultural conflicts exist due to 

arbitrarily built frontiers and states. If  
one combines these with the situation 
mentioned before, then the people 
will not identify themselves with the 
nation but rather with their tribe or 
ethnic group. Poor living standards, 
along with hunger and misery, are the 
perfect soil for the birth of  ideological 
or religious fanatics. Terrorist groups 
often find their legitimacy in the 
combination of  an ‘idea’ with an 
ideology or a religion. 

Characteristics of  4GW

The characteristics of  4GW are 
fundamentally different from those 
of  the earlier generations of  war. A 
4GW conflict is a war of  ideas and 
emotions; it is a war of  non-state 
actors. In a 4GW environment, the 
state has lost its monopoly on war 
and the people’s loyalty shifts to non-
state entities. The asymmetric player 
in 4GW does not necessarily want to 
control vast territories and therefore 
does not need the definition of  a 
frontline and a hinterland.11 He does 
not differentiate between combatants 
and non-combatants; everyone, 
military personnel as well as civilians, 
men, women, or children who do not 
share his ideas are a potential target. 
Because his targets might be civilians 
in their normal environment, the 
asymmetric player wants to blend 
in and not use a military uniform to 
label himself  as combatant.

As soon as a 4GW conflict is fought 
with an ethnic, religious or ideological 
background, the symbols of  the 
enemy will become a target as well. 
These symbols could be a government 
building such as the Pentagon or a 
religious or cultural landmark such as 
the mosques in Kosovo or a theatre 
in Moscow. It can also be a person, 
a state leader such as ex-President of  
Egypt or an attorney such as Aldo 
Moro. However, this strategy can 
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backfire on the asymmetric player as 
well, as several leaders of  Hamas and 
Hezbollah have realized. Many actors 
in 4GW have obtained their financial 
resources from criminal acts such as 
drug trafficking or slave trade. One can 
see an example of  this phenomenon 
in the so-called ‘Tri-Border Area’ in 
South America.12 Terrorist groups, 
such as Al Qaeda, Hamas, Al-Jihad 
and others have found a safe place to 
raise and launder money, plan their 
attacks, and recruit followers. Several 
organized criminal groups such as the 
Lebanese Mafia, some Chinese Triads 
and others are known to cooperate 
with terrorist groups to raise and 
launder money.

Actors

The actors in 4GW are nation-states, 
violent non-state actors (VNSAs), 
terrorists, or extremist organizations. 
Even a cursory global survey suggests 
that violent non-state actors (VNSAs) 
have become a pervasive challenge 
to nation-states. In Europe, jihadist 
terrorist organizations have carried 
out dramatic and well-publicized 
attacks in Madrid and London, having 
only been prevented from further 
actions by proactive intelligence and 
law enforcement efforts. In Mexico, 
drug-trafficking organizations are 
challenging the Mexican state in 
a particularly brutal manner and 
have killed a series of  high-ranking 
policemen in retaliation for the 
Calderon administration’s efforts to 
disrupt their activities and reduce 
their power. 

In Central America and the United 
States, youth gangs such as Mara 
Salvatrucha (MS-13) have a massive 
and highly-disruptive presence. In 
Colombia, the state has beaten back 
the political challenge from the FARC 
insurgency but the guerrillas have 

largely been transformed into a major 
drug-trafficking organization that in 
some regions cooperates with former 
rightwing paramilitary organizations 
turned drug traffickers. In Albania, 
Italy and many parts of  the former 
Soviet Union, criminal organizations 
not only intimidate businesses, 
corrupt politicians and launder 
their proceeds, but also engage in a 
variety of  activities that challenge and 
undermine state sovereignty. In many 
African countries, as well as Central 
Asia and Afghanistan, warlords are 
major players in the political system 
and the economy. In Iraq, insurgents, 
terrorists, militias and criminal 
organizations operate in a common 
opportunity space, intersecting 
and overlapping in ways that make 
the restoration of  a legitimate and 
effective central state particularly 
difficult. In short, in many parts of  
the world, the Westphalian state is 
under siege from VNSAs.

In 2004, the US Department of  
Defense identified a number of  states 
that possessed biological and/or 
chemical weapons and were active in 
the proliferation of  weapons of  mass 
destruction (WMD).13  Furthermore, 
one can find many of  those nations 
in a U.S. Department of  State (DoS) 
report on global terrorism identifying 
seven nations as state sponsors of  
international terrorist groups. In 2004, 
the DoS identified 39 organizations as 
“Terrorist Organizations,” fulfilling 
the criteria contained in Section 219 
of  the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (INA). However, it would 
proceed beyond the framework of  
this article to name them all and 
investigate their background and 
their objectives. There are voices that 
even define the actor in 4GW as a 
new class of  combatant. In his article 
“The New Warrior Class,” Ralph 

12  Rex Hudson: Terrorist and Organized Crime Groups in the Tri-Border Area (TBA) of  South America, ed. Federal Research Division (Library of  Congress, 2003), pg. 1. 	
     The tri-border area is a region in South America with three population centers, each in a different country. These population centers are Puerto Iguazú (Argentina), Foz do Iguaçu 	
    (Brasil), Ciudad del Este (Paraguay).
13 US Department of  Defense, “Department of  Defense Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Defense Program: Annual Report to Congress,” Department of  Defense 	
    (2004), at  http://www.acq.osd.mil/cp/nbc04/04cbrndpreport.pdf. 
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Peters defined this new warrior class, 
attributing to it distinct differences 
from the traditional soldier and he 
also mentioned some ‘social pools’ 
where those warriors are drawn to 
form their armies.14 

However, as experiences in the past 
and today show, prominent figures 
in some terrorist groups possess a 
middle-class background and are 
sometimes well-educated. Osama Bin 
Laden and Rabbi Meir Kahane are 
two examples of  such well-educated 
leaders of  a terrorist group. Some 
militants, who were recently accused 
of  planning or committing terrorist 
acts, were educated at universities in 
the US or UK. According to recent 
research, the percentage of  Palestinian 
suicide bombers holding an education 
beyond high school is more than triple 
than that of  the average population.15 
Therefore, this data shows that 4GW 
actors are not emerging exclusively 
from the underclass but probably 
form a cross-section of  our society, 
including well-educated individuals.

Goals and Weapons

One of  the main goals in 4GW is to 
influence or to change the minds of  
the enemy populace as well as those 
of  the policymakers. However, the 
leaders of  the warring parties in a 
4GW conflict sometimes define their 
objectives according to their personal 
areas of  interest. They usually combine 
the objectives with an ideological or 
religious background. Sometimes the 
driving factor is simply control of  
an area rich in natural resources (oil, 
gold, diamonds, etc.). One of  the 
strengths of  a 4GW actor is the ability 
to blend in with his surroundings, 
exactly as the guerilla blends in with 
the population. “The former may be 
likened to water and the latter to the 
fish who inhabit it” as Mao Zedong 
once said.16 Therefore, he will either 

conceal his weapons or use devices 
that one can generally not identify as a 
weapon at first glance. Consequently 
the 4GW opponent can and will turn 
everything into a weapon, as became 
drastically apparent with the events 
on 9/11. The actors in 4GW use 
conventional arms in traditional, but 
also in non-traditional, ways to achieve 
their effects. To booby-trap the dead 
with a hand grenade gives it a function 
its inventors probably did not intend 
it to have. A rocket-propelled grenade 
(RPG) was originally designed for use 
against tanks and armored vehicles 
yet it was a RPG that brought down 
the first Black Hawk in Mogadishu. 
These are only two examples of  the 
ingenuity of  4GW actors. The 4GW 
fighters show even more innovation 
and literally turn everything in their 
hands into a weapon, whether it is 
cars, airliners, paper cutters or shoes. 
The use of  these benign devices 
makes it difficult to identify and track 
the threat, assess its intention, and 
neutralize it.

Future Threats

In 1995, the Japanese people had a 
small taste of  what a future threat 
from terrorist groups could be like. A 
radical Buddhist religious group, Aum 
Shinrikyo, carried out a Sarin gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway, killing 12 
people. The death toll may not seem 
impressive and the reasons for the 
attack remain unclear, but one thing is 
certain, at that moment the terrorists 
opened Pandora’s Box. The future 
of  4GW may well include the use 
of  chemical, biological, radiological, 
nuclear or high explosive (CBRNE) 
weapons. The breadth of  damage to 
society and the population can be as 
limited as it was in Tokyo, but it could 
have a potential devastating effect. A 
large dirty radiological bomb placed 
on a ship in the port of  New York 

14  Ralph Peters, “The New Warrior Class,” Parameters,  Summer (1994), at http://carlisle-www.army.mil/usawc /Parameters/1994/peters.htm.
15 Alan B. Krueger, “Poverty Doesn’t Create Terrorists,” New York Times, (29 May 2003), at http://www.mtholyokee.edu/acad/intrel/bush/povterror.htm.
16 Mao Zedong, Guerrilla Warfare (Samuel B. Griffith II, trans., Fort Bragg, NC: Frederick A. Prefer), p. 53. 
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could close down one of  the world’s 
largest ports, as well as part of  the city 
and its financial centers.

Future threats will most certainly 
include Information Operations 
(IO). IO are not targeting an object, 
but aiming to influence the mind 
of  the target person(s). One could 
see the power of  IO during the war 
for Kosovo. After the accidental 
bombing of  a passenger train and 
later a refugee convoy, the Serbs 
mounted an information campaign 
that had the negative effect on 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) cohesion and inflicted severe 
restrictions on the use of  NATO air 
power. Using IO in conjunction with 
a major attack, such as the detonation 
of  a nuclear device, would have a 
particularly destructive effect. After 
the “WikiLeaks affair” everybody can 
be sure that virtual space also will be 
one of  the fields where terrorists can 
operate. Future threats also could 
include energy security issues. It is 
likely to be a further blurring of  
the boundaries between state and 
non-state actors (such as insurgents, 
terrorists and criminals) that NATO 
may subsequently confront an 
adversary using both conventional and 
non-conventional means. This could 
be a compound threat of  coincidental 
or uncoordinated actors, or hybrid 
when used by a determined adversary 
in a simultaneous and coordinated 
manner. These adversaries will use 
hybrid threats to exploit Alliance 
vulnerabilities wherever possible. 
They may not be bound by Western 
legal or ethical frameworks allowing 
them to challenge NATO in ways 
that can be difficult to anticipate. 
Countering a hybrid threat may 
require placing a greater emphasis on 
actions with effects in the cognitive 
domain as the battle for hearts and 
minds of  the population is likely to 

ensue. Adversaries may also choose 
to employ a long-term strategy, such 
as avoiding defeat rather than seeking 
victory. 

Strategic, Operational, and 
Tactical Levels of  War

In 4GW, one will still find the three 
levels of  war – strategic, operational 
and tactical – as defined in AJP-
01(D).17 However, those levels are 
subject to numerous changes and 
there are perhaps three new levels 
of  war emerging. Colonel John Boyd 
mentioned three ways of  interaction 
and isolation in his strategic 
perspectives and Bill Lind defined 
those ways as levels of  war – the 
moral, mental, and physical levels of  
war. (See Figure 2). One of  the main 
strategies of  4GW actors is to ‘change 
the mind of  enemy policymakers.’ 
However, the enemy policymakers in 
Western democracies are dependent 
on their people, their voters. 
Therefore, frequently the strategy of  
4GW actors is to reach the decision-
making politicians through the voice 
of  the street. Influencing public 
opinion sounds very familiar to those 
who remember the strategies of  the 
Viet Minh in the War in Indochina.

Truong Chinh, one of  the leading 
theorists of  North Vietnam, 
developed the strategies of  the Viet 
Minh. Another important strategy 
of  4GW actors is to spread their 
ideological or religious beliefs. Some 
authors believe that the vision of  
Bin Laden and other contemporary 
radical Muslim fundamentalists is to 
unite the Muslim world into a single 
nation. Earl Tilford even designs 
an extreme picture of  a “worldwide 
Islamic caliphate,” which he predicts 
to be established by the beginning of  
the 22nd century. 

By virtuously making use of  the 
media, and targeting international 

17  Allied Joint Doctrine (AJP-01(D), p. 20.
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organizations and non-governmental 
organizations (NGO), the strategy of  
asymmetric players clearly focuses on 
the political will of  their adversaries. 
To achieve their strategic objective, 
4GW players shape their operations 
to attack the vulnerabilities of  their 
enemy’s society on the political, 
economic, military, or social level. The 
attack on 9/11 had an impact not only 
at the political level, but at the other 
three levels as well. The stock market 
reacted, the society’s perception of  
security in the US fundamentally 
changed, and the military was 
suddenly confronted with the Global 
War on Terrorism.

The tactics used in 4GW also include 
tactics and techniques from earlier 
generations; 4GW players fight their 
wars across the whole spectrum 
of  political, social, economic, and 
military networks.18 It will be fought 
worldwide through those networks 
and involve a mix of  national, 
international, transnational, and sub-
national actors. The 4GW actor will, 
for the most part, travel light and live 
off  the land, an effect of  the increased 
security checks on airports, ports 
and frontiers. By using materiel and 
tools that are available in the attacked 
country itself, he does not need to 
transport his weapons.19 

Moral, Mental, and Physical 
Levels of  War

The moral level of  war is probably 
one of  the most important aspects in 
4GW. It includes cultural standards 
and conduct in time of  war. To 
fail at the moral level of  war can 
have disastrous consequences. The 
Serbs realized this after shells fell 
on a busy marketplace in Sarajevo 
in August 1994. Two days after this 
event, NATO began a bombing 
campaign, which resulted in the 
Dayton accords that led to peace. The 
North Vietnamese also targeted the 
moral level of  war very successfully. 
The mass demonstrations against 
the war in Vietnam in both the US 
and Europe were in part proof  of  
North Vietnamese effectiveness. 
In a 4GW, the party fighting 
against the asymmetric player must 
carefully avoid falling into the pit 
of  unintentionally assisting in the 
recruiting of  insurgents by failing on 
the moral level of  war. Nightly raids 
in Iraqi homes in search of  rebels 
and the treating of  prisoners in Abu 
Ghraib terrified and humiliated the 
population. 

The mental level of  war is in a certain 
way the link between the moral level 
and the physical level. It stands for 
the intellectual activity to deal with 
the physical level of  war and to assess 
the impact of  physical actions on the 
moral level. The aim is to out-think 
the enemy, to “fold the adversary 
back inside himself ” by operating 
inside its observe-orient-decide-act 
(OODA) loop.

Probably the most loved but least 
important level of  war is the physical 
level. This level gives measurable 
results, figures and statistics. However, 
as in World War II when the number 
of  destroyed factory buildings did 
not reflect the net effect on the 

9

Probably the most loved but least important level of war is the physical level. This 
level gives measurable results, figures and statistics. However, as in World War II when the 
number of destroyed factory buildings did not reflect the net effect on the German economy, 
today the number of killed insurgents is also not a sign for a successful counterinsurgency. If 
every 4GW opponent that is killed produces two new ones, the result is even 
counterproductive.

Figure 2: Levels of War20

To understand fully the mutual influence of the levels of war mentioned above, one must tie 
the knots together. Any disharmony among those different levels of war creates friction and 
results in what Boyd would call “isolation.” Although the different levels might not lead to 
the same direction, they are probably in the same plane. Thus, one could see them in the 
figure above.

Conclusion

4GW is a reality and many present day conflicts are fought according to its principles. 
Whether it is today’s terrorists – the insurgents in Iraq, Afghanistan, Gaza or the insurgencies 
of the FARC, they are all non-state actors fighting a war that cannot be won by military 
means alone. Terrorists, insurgents, warlords, militias and paramilitary forces all engage to 
one degree or another in criminal activities. Indeed, these activities, their involvement in the 
illegal global economy, and the connections that they make have made them much more 
formidable challengers to the state. In effect, crime has increased the relative power of the 
VNSAs compared with the state. 

At the same time, it is clear that challenges to the dominance of the Westphalian state 
have become more prevalent as the state itself has become increasingly deficient.21

Today’s armed forces must familiarize themselves with the characteristics of 4GW. 
Western society has already learned the tactics and techniques of 4GW actors; many members 
of its population and soldiers learned them the hard way. However, it is more important to 
assess and counter the strategy of the 4GW players and their objectives. One must understand 

The 
implication of both the relative and absolute decline of the state is that those involved in 
national and international security in the 21st century will need to understand the threats from 
VNSAs using the methodology of 4GW.

20 John R Boyd "Organic Design for Command and Control," in A Discourse on Winning and Losing (Maxwell 
AFB, Alabama, 1987) pp. 36-38.
21 Hammes, “The Sling and the Stone: On War in the 21st Century,” pp. 68-70.

Figure No 2: - Levels of  War20

18  LtCol Thomas X Hammes, “The Evolution of  War: The Fourth Generation,” Marine Corps Gazette (1994) pp. 35-36.
19  Hammes, “The Sling and the Stone,” pp. 75-76.
20  John R Boyd “Organic Design for Command and Control,” in A Discourse on Winning and Losing (Maxwell AFB, Alabama, 1987) pp. 36-38.
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German economy, today the number 
of  killed insurgents is also not a sign 
for a successful counterinsurgency. If  
every 4GW opponent that is killed 
produces two new ones, the result is 
even

To understand fully the mutual 
influence of  the levels of  war 
mentioned above, one must tie the 
knots together. Any disharmony 
among those different levels of  war 
creates friction and results in what 
Boyd would call “isolation.” Although 
the different levels might not lead to 
the same direction, they are probably 
in the same plane. Thus, one could 
see them in the figure above.

Conclusion

4GW is a reality and many present 
day conflicts are fought according 
to its principles. Whether it is 
today’s terrorists – the insurgents 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, Gaza or the 
insurgencies of  the FARC, they 
are all non-state actors fighting a 
war that cannot be won by military 
means alone. Terrorists, insurgents, 
warlords, militias and paramilitary 
forces all engage to one degree or 
another in criminal activities. Indeed, 
these activities, their involvement in 
the illegal global economy, and the 
connections that they make have 
made them much more formidable 

challengers to the state. In effect, 
crime has increased the relative power 
of  the VNSAs compared with the 
state. 

At the same time, it is clear that 
challenges to the dominance of  
the Westphalian state have become 
more prevalent as the state itself  
has become increasingly deficient.21  
The implication of  both the relative 
and absolute decline of  the state is 
that those involved in national and 
international security in the 21st 
century will need to understand 
the threats from VNSAs using the 
methodology of  4GW.

Today’s armed forces must familiarize 
themselves with the characteristics 
of  4GW. Western society has already 
learned the tactics and techniques 
of  4GW actors; many members of  
its population and soldiers learned 
them the hard way. However, it is 
more important to assess and counter 
the strategy of  the 4GW players and 
their objectives. One must understand 
that 4GW takes place at more and 
differential levels and at different ones 
than at the ordinary military levels of  
strategy, operations and tactics. One 
must realize that one should fight and 
defeat the 4GW opponents, not only 
physically, but also mentally and most 
of  all, morally.

21  Hammes, “The Sling and the Stone: On War in the 21st Century,”  pp. 68-70.
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Years: A Forecast 
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“George Friedman”

Lt Col. Adil Duyan*

his book makes predictions 
about the possible changes 

during the 21st century. The author 
describes where and when the wars 
will break out in the future, how the 
battles will manifest themselves, which 
nations will gain or lose economic 
and political power and how the 
new technological developments and 
cultural tendencies will shape our 
lifestyles in the new century. The 
author makes geopolitical analyses 
and predictions in the evidence of  the 
historical developments. 

It is envisaged through this book that 
Turkey, Poland and 
Mexico will emerge as 
new great powers, the 
war between USA and 
radical elements will 
come to an end, a new 
and severe cold war 
period will start with 
Russia, a significant 
internal crisis will 
break out in China, 
a new war will break 
out between America 
and an unexpected 
coalition of  Eastern 
Europe, Eurasia and 
Far East, yet armies 
will be smaller in size 

and wars will prove to be less lethal, 
technology will focus on space for 
new sources of  energy that will pave 
the way for both basic military uses 
and radical environmental changes 
and accordingly USA will experience 
a golden age in the second half  of  the 
21st century. The book is summarized 

from the perspective of  the author in 
the next sections without making any 
comments.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

George Friedman, who was born 
in Hungary in 1949, immigrated 
to USA with his family in the same 
year. Friedman, who studied political 
sciences in City College of  New York, 
completed his PhD on “State” in 
Cornell University. Then, Friedman 
gave lectures on political sciences 
in Dickinson College between 1974 
and 1994. Friedman, whose book on 
“Frankfurt School” was published 
by Cornell University in 1981, made 
studies on the balance of  USA - 
the Soviet Union from a military 
perspective in a period, during 
which he focused on international 
disagreements. Following collapse of  
the Soviet Union, Friedman authored 
his book titled “The Coming War 
with Japan” on USA-Japan relations 
in 1991. Friedman is among the 
first designers of  computer-based 
war games. Friedman also authored 
bestselling books such as “America’s 
Secret War” and “The Future of  
War”. Friedman established the 
Center for Geopolitical Studies under 
Louisiana State University in 1994 and 
he worked in this center for 2 years. 
Then, he established the consultancy 
company, Stratfor in 1996. He is 
the chairman of  Stratfor and the 
company makes analyses on foreign 
policy and international relations.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BOOK:

	 a.	 Chapter One (The Dawn of  
the American Age):

In America, there is a deep, profound 
belief  that USA is on the verge of  
collapse. Environmentalists and 
Christian conservatives spread this 
feeling. However, this is misleading. 
Because USA generates 26% of  the 
global production despite constituting 
only 4% of  the world population, 
creates a larger economy than the 
total economy created by its 4 
followers, Japan, Germany, China and 
UK, and attains vast levels in terms of  
natural gas and oil production. Such 
a powerful American economy stems 
from its military power. Even if  all 
the remaining naval equipment in the 
world were combined, this equipment 
would not reach the number of  
equipment in US navy. Military power 
and geographical reality created an 
economic reality. America never 
went through a catastrophic war 
for its country and other countries 
continually wasted time with recovery 
activities. USA is at the beginning of  
its own power and the 21st century 
will be the American age. 

From the 16th century to the 21st 
century, Atlantic Europe was the 
centre of  attraction for the global 
system. Europe’s power stemmed 
from two things: Money and 
geography. Europe, which kept the 
world under its domination, failed to 
dominate itself, broke up itself  with 
civil wars during five centuries and 
consequently, it could not become a 
“European Empire”.

USA had 500,000 military casualties 
in the World War II, but it did not 
experience any civilian casualty. In this 
way, USA strengthened its economy, 
captured the North Atlantic to keep 
the world under control and gained 
considerable advantages against the 

Soviet Union. Naval domination 
enabled USA to direct international 
trade as it desired and provided USA 
with a great political advantage. Thus, 
USA can go into war at its pleasure 
and direct other countries and their 
policies as it desires. Differently 
from the Soviet Union, USA ensures 
that its allies also make use of  these 
facilities and paves the way for their 
development.  

b.	Chapter Two (Earthquake: The 
U.S.-Jihadist War):

The American age started in 1991, 
when the Soviet Union collapsed, 
and this development made USA 
the single global power in the world. 
However, the 21st century actually 
started on 11 September 2001. People 
think that USA and Muslims will be 
in a fight for a century. It is certain 
that this is a temporary phase. From 
a perspective of  20 years, conflicts 
may continue, but American forces 
will achieve some results in terms of  
strategic struggle. Aim of  Al-Qaeda 
is to reveal weakness of  USA and 
to influence governments of  Islamic 
countries such as Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan and Indonesia. Al-
Qaeda failed to attain its own goal. 
From a geopolitical perspective, USA 
achieved an insufficient success about 
defeat of  radical Islamists.

Countries, in which Muslims are 
densely populated, within a historically 
instable region that spreads from 
the Balkans to the South Asia have 
emerged as earthquake regions that 
are prone to any conflict following 
the collapse of  the Soviet Union. 
Jihadists, who were trained by USA 
Special Forces against the Soviet 
Union in this region during the Cold 
War era, fight against USA. Now, 
USA comes up against the monster 
it single-handedly created. The more 
dangerous dilemma is the fact that 
the collapse of  the Soviet Union has 
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disrupted the system of  relations 
that restores the order in the region. 
Irrespective of  Al-Qaeda, Muslim 
formations within or in the south 
of  the Soviet Union have become 
instable structures and entered into 
the process of  dissolution as in 
Yugoslavia. Even if  USA withdraws 
from this region, it will be very 
difficult to create a stable structure 
in this region because of  disunity 
in Islamic world for more than one 
thousand years on the basis of  ethnic 
and religious foundations. Even a 
defeat in this region will not change 
the status of  USA as a super power 
as in the aftermath of  the Vietnam 
War. As stated in the first chapter of  
the book, the war between USA and 
Radicals will come to an end before 
2020 and USA will face with many 
more different challenges.

USA has five geopolitical goals 
with regard to its grand strategy. 
These goals are listed in this order 
according to the size, ambition and 
difficulty; complete domination of  
American Army over the North 
America, elimination of  any power, 
which could pose a threat against 
USA, in the Western Hemisphere, 
ensuring complete control over seas 
in order to eliminate any possibility 
of  occupation, complete domination 
over the oceans of  the world and 
assurance of  control over the 
international trade system in order 
to ensure Physical Security of  USA, 
prevention of  any other nation from 
opposing the US naval power.

c.	Chapter Three (Population, 
Computers and Culture Wars):

It is possible that the excessive 
population growth in the world will 
slow down in 2050s and come to an 
end in 2100s. According to the data 
of  the United Nations, the world 
population will grow by 50% between 

2000 and 2050, but it will grow by only 
10% following the second half  of  
the century. However, it will be very 
hard for the countries with a shortage 
of  young population to sustain 
their leadership in the world. Army 
and labor of  a country with a low 
population size will be small and weak. 
The major factor for the population 
decline is the fact that women take 
part in social life and gain their 
economic independence. Besides, 
technology and mechanization 
require qualifications rather than the 
number of  people and families are 
forced to support their children until 
their twenties as the children continue 
to study for 15 to 17 years. Therefore, 
families tend to decrease the number 
of  children. Besides, classical concept 
of  family has entered into a process 
of  decline, radical structures have 
emerged and replaced this concept of  
family. These are also influential on 
this outcome.

American culture is a disturbing mix 
of  Bible, computer, traditional values 
and radical innovations. However, 
the most significant developments, 
which shape American culture and 
constitute the basis for the hegemony 
of  American culture, are demography 
and computer. This issue will gain 
much more importance in the next 
century. You cannot get hold of  
modern economy without computers 
and incorporations. If  you wish 
to work in the field of  computer 
programming, you have to know 
English, which is the computer 
language. This subject makes America 
so powerful and irritates the critics of  
USA. 

d.	Chapter Four (The New Fault 
Lines):

Today, there are five regions that are 
prone to problems. The first one is 
the region of  the Pacific Ocean and 



C O E  -  D A T  N E W S L E T T E R36

China and Japan may rise against the 
US hegemony in this region. The 
second one is the Eurasian region 
following collapse of  the Soviet 
Union and the Russian Federation 
may be divided into pieces unless it 
extends its sphere of  influence. If  
the Russian Federation succeeds in 
extending its sphere of  influence, it 
will experience problems with USA 
and Europe. The third one is Europe. 
Europe, which has gone through wars 
in an uninterrupted way and strived 
to unite in order to escape from wars 
during the last five centuries, may 
have problems within itself  or with 
USA and Russia. The fourth one is 
the issue of  Islamic world. Indeed, 
the problem does not arise out of  
turbulences, but a Nation State, which 
could be formed irrespective of  the 
ideology, may constitute the basis for 
coalition. Turkey became the most 
successful power center in Islamic 
world and it is a dynamic country, 
which becomes modern at a fast pace. 
The fifth problematic issue will be the 
relations between USA and Mexico.   

Turkey is the 17th largest economy 
in the world with an annual national 
income of  660 billion $ and it is 
the seventh largest economy in 
Europe with growth rates varying 
between 3% and 5% in the last five 
years. Economic magnitude is not 
everything, but Turkey is a different 
country. Turkey is the most modern 
economy of  the entire Islamic 
world. More importantly, Turkey has 
territories, which are located between 
Europe, the Middle East and Russia. 
Turkey is not an isolated country 
and may go towards many different 
directions. More importantly, Turkey 
has good relations with USA and 
Turkey does not face any threat from 
USA. In this case, Turkey does not 
have to waste its resources in order 
to block USA. It is highly probable 
that Turkey regains its strength with 

its growing economy and becomes an 
effective power in the region. Turkey 
has a Muslim population, but its 
regime is secular and it is a Republic 
with powerful armed forces, which 
can protect this regime against both 
internal and external threats. Today, 
Turkey is governed by a rightist 
government. However, given the 
fact that the Islamic world is instable 
following the US’ entry into Iraq 
in 2003, we see Turkey as the most 
significant economic power of  the 
region. But, Turkey is not in a position 
to play a global role, yet.

e.	Chapter Five (China 2020: Paper 
Tiger): 

China is in an extremely sensitive and 
vulnerable situation with its economy, 
which could not be established on 
the basis of  basic requirement of  
economy. China is a country with a 
dead loan of  600 to 900 billion $ as the 
loans are distributed according to the 
social connections and the communist 
system relations of  the politics rather 
than the market conditions. Most of  
the population lives in coastal regions 
in the east of  the country, which 
makes up one third of  the land, and 
people in this region are not willing 
to share their prosperity with poor 
people in the inner parts as it was in the 
history. China, which cannot sustain 
its economic growth, may turn into a 
divided country as in former periods. 
For now, China’s problem is a political 
one and China keeps its stance with 
monetary power rather than the 
ideology. If  there is an economic 
shrinkage and the flow of  money 
stops, not only the banking system, 
but also the entire Chinese society will 
suffer from this phenomenon. Except 
for an emphasis on “nationalism”, 
the only solution of  the government 
that sees it coming will be to rely on 
the Armed Forces and returning to a 
powerful “centralized government”. 
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Due to all these reasons, Chinese 
governments will not spare much 
time for foreign policy and they will 
not pose any threat to USA. China 
will be in the defensive side for a long 
time.

f.	Chapter Six (Russia 2020: 
Rematch):

Russia has vast territories, but a 
strategic problem is experienced in the 
country as the problem of  shipping 
and the problem of  transportation 
cannot be completely solved. If  an 
attack is inflicted on Russian territories 
from any direction, Russian army will 
counter considerable hardships in 
relation to transportation. Units will 
find it hard to reach various fronts and 
in this case, Russia will be forced to 
maintain forces beforehand on nearly 
all fronts. Russians are aware of  the 
fact that they face with a significant 
demographic crisis. Today, Russian 
population amounts to 145 million 
people and estimations for 2050 vary 
between 90 and 125 million people. In 
time, there will be a population decline 
and Russia will have difficulty in 
keeping a sufficiently powerful army 
for strategic requirements. Russia’s 
population decline is striking when 
compared to other ethnic groups.  

Russian interest in Caucasus will 
continue due to strategic reasons and 
crises will not be hard to find. The fact 
that Russians lose their effectiveness 
in this region means that Russia will 
direct its defense line towards the 
northern plains and Russia will be in 
trouble in terms of  strategic issues 
when the distance between Ukraine 
and Kazakhstan is only reduced to a 
few hundred miles. That is also the 
reason why Russians refrain from 
reaching an agreement on Chechnya. 
However, USA and Turkey do not 
wish for turn of  events in this way. If  
USA loses its alliance with Georgia, 
its position in the region will be in 
decline.

Russia and USA’s clash of  domination 
over the Central Asia will develop in 
favor of  Russians in 2010s. Because, 
American existence in Afghanistan 
has started disturbing Russia due to 
the prolonged war in this region and 
Russia, which is willing to control 
the energy sources in the Central 
Asia and reluctant to allow for the 
US military power in a region that 
is only 100 miles to Volga River, 
has reverted to the policies that will 
have an impact on former regions of  
influence. Russia that is very close to 
this region has more advantages than 
USA, which comes from the far end 
of  the world and which is gradually 
stuck in this region.

Accession of  Belarus, which is 
only two hundred miles away from 
Moscow, to NATO is a nightmare for 
Russia. The same is valid for Ukraine. 
Russia struggled against Napoleon 
and Hitler due to the depth of  its 
territories. In absence of  Belarus and 
Ukraine, nothing will be left of  the 
depth of  territories. That is why Russia 
undermined the Orange Revolution 
of  2004 in Ukraine by creating a 
division between pro-Russian Eastern 
Ukraine and pro-European Western 
Ukraine. In the next five years, Belarus 
and Ukraine may go under Russia’s 
sphere of  influence. The actual region 
of  sensitivity will be Baltic countries. 
Americans withdrew from the Central 
Asia, they are cautious about the 
Caucasus, but they will not withdraw 
from the Baltic Region. A discussion 
on three NATO member Baltic 
Countries will spread panic in Eastern 
Europe and behaviors of  East 
European countries will be uncertain. 
As a result of  these developments, 
Russia’s influence will spread from the 
west to the east. Russian army is in a 
process of  recovery and it is probable 
that Russian army will reach a level to 
challenge USA as well between 2015 
and 2020.



C O E  -  D A T  N E W S L E T T E R38

g.	Chapter Seven (American Power 
and the Crisis of  2030):

The US economy depends on a 
prepared, appropriate loan system 
for both consumer expenditures and 
enterprise developments. Interest rates 
are in the lowest levels of  the economy 
history. Wealth stems from equity 
development rather than savings. This 
example, which represents the current 
structure of  American society, will be 
valid until 2030. Three crises will break 
out on the horizon. At the end of  2010s, 
there will be a population problem. 
The second storm will manifest itself  
in the form of  energy. The recent 
fluctuations in oil prices will get in the 
way of  low energy prices in the next 
25 years. The third crisis will appear 
in the innovation sector and the giant 
entrepreneur companies of  1980s and 
1990s such as Microsoft and Dell will 
be among the major firms that will have 
lower profit margins as an indication 
of  the declining productivity. The 
basic issue in the next 150 years will be 
the method or technique of  managing 
the relation between capital formation 
and consumption. The solution hovers 
between the capital formation and the 
consumption support.

Crisis of  2030s will break out 
because labor is not a reliable 
element any more. Now, there is an 
old population and the number of  
employees per retired people decreases 
day by day. Birth rates decline and 
there is a shortage of  active labor. 
Demand for goods and services is 
fixed in spite of  the decline in labor. 
In this case, inflation will go up. 
Social Security Systems will abandon 
people to poverty. The only immediate 
solution will be to increase the number 
of  workers. As of  2015, the number 
of  immigrants will rise, but it will not 
be sufficient to alleviate this problem. 
USA and Europe will be the regions 
that demand the highest number 
of  immigrants and they will apply 

incentive policies in order to attract 
immigrants. USA will start providing 
immigrants with “Green Card”. 
Doctors and caretakers, who support 
the old population, and professionals, 
who are specialized in physical sciences, 
engineering and health sectors and who 
will increase efficiency by contributing 
to technological development, will 
be in great demand. This movement 
will change cultural characteristics of  
USA. All these developments will be 
inevitable in 2030. However, shortage 
of  labor will force USA to make 
official initiatives so as to increase the 
flow of  immigrants as of  2015.

h.	Chapter Eight (A New World 
Emerges):

China will fall into pieces in 2010s. 
Collapse of  Russia at the beginning of  
2020s will drag the entire Eurasia into 
chaos. In the meantime, three states will 
get on the stage with both economic 
and military power. These states will be 
Japan, Poland and Turkey. Firstly, Japan 
will make use of  the opportunities 
in the coastal region of  Russia and 
Chinese region. Secondly, Poland will 
return to the previous borders in order 
to protect East European countries 
including Hungary and Romania 
against prospective Russian states as 
the leader of  the alliance. Thirdly, 
Turkey will constitute an element of  
pressure towards and beyond the north 
of  Caucasia. 

Turkey will be one of  the 10 largest 
economies in the world in 2020. 
However, all countries around Turkey 
will be shaken with instability. Very 
significant divisions will occur in 
the entire Islamic world. Greece, 
Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Montenegro will be involved in 
Balkan conflict. Turkey will dominate 
over the entire Islamic world. USA 
will support Turkey in this period. 
This development will help Turkey to 
strengthen its radius of  action in the 
seas. USA will help Turkey in terms 
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of  naval, air and aerospace facilities. 
Turks will become the effective 
power in the region by influencing its 
environs without entering into a war. 
America will perceive this period as 
a positive one. However, America is 
fearful of  regional hegemonies. USA 
does not yearn for regional rivals as 
well as global rivals. USA will perceive 
Turkey as a rival one decade later 
and US-Turkey relations will reach a 
gradually disturbing level in 2020s. In 
2030s, USA will start to see Turkey as 
a threat. In addition, there could be an 
ideological change in Turkey. Turkey, 
which has a secular structure now, 
will adopt a more flexible approach 
towards religion. Turkey will get closer 
to the Islamic world and attempt to 
create an “Islamic Super State” during 
anti-Americanism period. This attempt 
will prompt Muslims in the region to 
be more tolerant about expansion of  
Turkey. In 2040s, USA will do what 
needs to be done and go into action 
when it feels restless.  

i.	 Chapter Nine (The 2040s: 
Prelude to War):

In 2040, the most controversial issue 
on the table will be experienced 
with Japan in terms of  the Pacific 
region. USA will get alarmed against 
gradually growing military power of  
Japan including sea and aerospace-
based military systems. In this period, 
hypersonic missiles, which are five to 
ten times faster than the sonic velocity, 
will reach a speed of  eight thousand 
miles per hour. Aerospace Commands 
of  the countries will be of  great 
importance.

Turkey will get stronger in the Caucasia 
and the Central Asia. In this region, 
which is surrounded by instabilities, 
Kurds will strive to establish their 
own state once again. Turkey, as a 
new regional power, will enter into the 
Balkans. Various conflicts will occur 
in this region from local conventional 
battle to guerilla resistance. Turkey will 

develop its current army in line with 
its requirements and this development 
will cover a considerable land force 
along with an influential naval and 
air force. Turkey will go towards 
Adriatic Sea from both Black Sea and 
Mediterranean Sea in an effective way, 
intervene in conflicts in Egypt and 
keep the Suez Canal under control. 
Turkey, which goes beyond the Red 
Sea, will reach the basin of  the Indian 
Ocean and form an alliance with 
Japan, the other regional power. USA 
will feel uncomfortable with all these 
developments. In the middle of  the 
century, influence of  Turkey will go 
beyond the Balkans and Russia and 
clash with Poland and the remaining 
part of  the East European alliance. 
Turkey will turn into a nightmare for 
Poland, India, Israel and USA.

The strategy of  America aimed at 
dividing the Eurasian regional powers 
before they become very powerful and 
preventing formation of  a new naval 
power will force America to make a 
blockade of  Turkey. Poland, which 
makes use of  US technological power, 
will act quickly in order to complete and 
develop naval and aerospace facilities 
required for challenging Turkey in 
Adriatic Sea and Mediterranean Sea. 
In this period, Germans will closely 
follow this crisis and give an explicit 
support to Turkey. In this period, USA 
will not occupy Turkey and Japan, but it 
will play a defensive game and prevent 
formation of  power groups. USA will 
present Japan and Turkey as assailants 
that undermine national will and violate 
human rights. USA will support all 
nationalistic movements in this region 
and strive to prevent Japan and Turkey. 
USA will install three aerospace-based 
platforms and try to keep Turkey and 
Japan under pressure. As for these very 
advanced systems, the main “Battle 
Star” will be located over the equator 
near the coast of  Peru; a second will 
be placed over Papua New Guinea and 
a third over Uganda. These systems 
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will be the guns held to the heads of  
both countries. In this period, Turkey’s 
capital will become its traditional 
city, İstanbul. USA will sanction an 
economic and technological boycott 
on both countries and smother these 
countries in terms of  economic issues.

	 j. 	Chapter Ten (Preparing for 
War):

In the 21st century, the key point for 
war will be “accuracy”. More accurate 
weapons mean less shooting. Less 
shooting will require fewer soldiers 
and less service work. However, it 
also requires more scientists and 
technicians at the same time. In the 
upcoming decades, hypersonic aero 
planes, which can go to the far end 
of  the world in less than one hour, 
shoot air-based targets through land-
based missiles, have a certain level 
of  accuracy and return for another 
mission in an immediate manner, 
will predestinate wars. These will be 
drones (unmanned aircrafts). USA 
currently performs studies in order to 
develop hypersonic systems, which can 
travel five times faster than the sonic 
velocity. Machines, which operate on 
systems called “Scramjet” and have air 
suction rather than rockets, will reach 
higher speeds in time. As a result of  
hypersonic systems, armies of  the 
21st century will be much smaller, 
more professional and technologically 
advanced than the old armies. Speed, 
range, accuracy and many drones will 
replace large military forces, which 
are required to take explosives to the 
fronts in the 20th century.

Now, “Global War” will be called 
“Aerospace War”. Front management 
will have a shift from the earth to the 
space. Making the enemy blind will 
mean extermination of  aerospace-
based systems that enable the enemy to 
select targets. Accordingly, protection 
of  satellites will gain critical importance. 
Weapons will be gradually fired from 
the space to the earth. However, this 

will be a much more complicated 
process than it seems. Management 
of  these systems will be the difference 
between victory and defeat. Space 
battles will spread externally as in the 
naval battles of  the 16th century. Moon 
will have strategic importance due to 
the bases to be installed on its surface. 
It will be very important to control 
the world oceans from the space. For 
this reason, the country, which seizes 
the control of  the space, will achieve 
domination over the seas. Towards 
the end of  this century, it is highly 
probable that robotic infantrymen are 
used for occupying strongholds.

In this period, Japan will have installed 
many bases on the moon and Turkey 
will direct its interest in its region. The 
Japanese will make plans for sudden 
attacks on space platforms called 
the “Battle Star”, which will be the 
heart of  the American battle system, 
and place hidden weapons on the 
surface of  the moon. Turkey, as an 
ally of  Japan, will try to create minor 
controlled problems and crises with 
Polish forces in Croatia in order to 
distract attention away from the space. 
In a period, during which there is no 
possibility of  using nuclear weapons, 
USA will assume an intermediary role 
to warn the parties.

k.	Chapter Eleven (World War: A 
Scenario):

The war in 2050 will break out with 
a sudden missile attack inflicted from 
the bases of  Japan on the moon 
towards the military targets of  USA 
and continue with hypersonic aircraft 
attacks. Turkish Army will attack on 
the Polish block and India in line with 
the plan made with the Japanese prior 
to the war. As a result of  the initial 
attacks, USA will lose its domination 
in terms of  air forces and US allies 
in Europe will be smashed by Turks. 
USA, which strives to recover from the 
shock, will try to repair its air forces 
and space exploration system as soon 
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as possible. In any case, USA will have 
stored “anti-satellite missiles” and 
“high energy lasers” into its hidden 
warehouses in the pre-war period. 
Satellite launch facilities and satellite 
surveillance systems of  the coalition 
(Turkey, Japan and the subsequent 
participant, Germany) will be 
exterminated by USA within 72 hours. 
In the initial phase, Turkey will attack 
on the Polish block, seize Bosnia and 
the Balkans, go towards the northern 
part and occupy Croatia, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Ukraine and Romania. 
The key weapons with regard to this 
operation will be armored infantrymen. 
The armors on the soldiers will protect 
them against injury and enable them 
to move in a fast manner as well. 
These soldiers may be considered to 
be one-man tanks, but they will more 
lethal. These armored infantrymen 
will be supported by various robotic 
logistic aids that carry ammunition 
and power packs and computer-
based communication systems will be 
established with hypersonic aircrafts. 
Access to electric energy and the 
network of  “mobile energy stations” 
will be of  critical importance and they 
will transform the energy received 
from the energy panels in the space to 
the electric energy through microwave 
receiver stations and distribute the 
electric energy to the infantrymen in 
the battlefield. The electric energy and 
entry into the electric energy systems 
will be the most important elements in 
this war. 

USA and UK will help Poland stop 
Turks. Turkish forces will march 
towards Krakow and smash the Polish 
Army through air attacks. Ukraine will 
remain under Turkish control. Then, 
USA will inflict a sudden attack on 
Turkey and Japan. Turkey will not be 
paralyzed as a result of  this attack. 
However, Turkey will understand 
that it will not win the war. Turkish 
forces will immediately withdraw from 
Poland. Only Romania and Ukraine 

will remain under Turkish control. 
However, Turkey will preserve its 
power in Black Sea, Mediterranean 
Sea and Adriatic Sea. In these wars, 
nuclear weapons will not be used and 
the casualties will only amount to 
50,000 due to “high accuracy missiles” 
and “technology intensive weapons”. 
USA will not be in the pursuit of  an 
unconditional surrender. Similarly, it 
will not endanger national sovereignty. 
The aim of  USA is to achieve a balance 
of  powers and to ensure that the 
regional powers direct their attention 
to each other rather than America.

l.	 Chapter Twelve (The 2060s: A 
Golden Decade):

The most important outcome of  the 
war will be the official empowerment 
of  America to deploy military forces 
in the space. Other powers will only 
be able to use the space under US 
supervision and for peaceful purposes. 
The agreement will impose restrictions 
on the “hypersonic aircrafts” 
possessed by Japan and Turkey. Japan 
will experience demographic problems 
and Turkey will remain as the leader of  
the Islamic world. Poland will gradually 
get stronger and USA will start feeling 
uncomfortable with this development. 
More interestingly, Americans will try 
to develop their relations with Turks 
and Turkey, which is aware of  the 
potential power of  Poland, will eagerly 
accept to develop closer ties with 
Washington.

USA will establish a huge infrastructure 
in the space and many systems will be 
robotic or composed of  robots. There 
will be a regular “Reinforcement Unit” 
in the space. Between 2050 and 2060, 
this issue will turn into a “matter of  
national salvation”. As a separate 
force from the air forces, “USA Space 
Forces” will be the largest force in 
terms of  budget rather than the army 
size. A huge number of  “photovoltaic 
cells”, which transform solar energy to 
electric energy, will be placed in the orbit 
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of  the space or on the surface of  the 
moon. Electricity will be transformed 
into microwave, transmitted to the 
world, transformed into electricity 
once again and distributed through 
a developed electricity system. This 
phenomenon will change lifestyles and 
cultures of  people as comparable to 
construction of  highways and use of  
internet in social life. Oil will lose its 
importance and the space will become 
more important than Saudi Arabia. 
All major religions will be shaken to 
the foundation, traditional values will 
collapse in Europe and USA and then, 
this collapse will spread to many places 
around the world. US economy will go 
through a golden age. In 2050s, two 
powers other than USA will make plans 
with regard to the space. These powers 
will be Poland and Mexico. The other 
rising power will be Brazil. Countries 
such as Israel, India, Korea and Iran 
will have limited space programs, 
but none of  them will be equipped 
with resources or motivation for the 
establishment of  certain domination 
in the space.   

m.	 Chapter Thirteen (2080: The 
United States, Mexico, and the Struggle 
for the Global Heartland): 

In the 21st century, the country, 
which controls the Atlantic and the 
Pacific, will keep the world trade 
under control and supervise the world 
oceans for surveillance of  the space. 
In the subsequent two hundred years, 
Mexico will achieve a position that is 
threatening for USA, but USA will be 
victorious in the end. US territories, 
50% of  which are inhabited by 
Mexicans, will be completely inhabited 
by Mexicans while US territories, 25% 
of  which are inhabited by Mexicans, 
will have a Mexican population ratio 
of  50%. Mexico, which is the 15th 
largest economy of  the world and 
whose population exceeds 110 million 
people, will take the advantage of  
both oil resources and geographical 

proximity to USA and direct the drug 
money to legal economic investments. 
The problem in this process is the 
political instability posed by this issue. 
A growing Mexico will have a claim 
against USA for the territories lost in 
1848 and it will be followed by uprisings 
and terrorist activities of  Mexicans, 
who will constitute a majority in US-
Mexico border. USA, which has a 
demographic structure with an English 
speaking majority at the beginning of  
the century, will become a multicultural 
country such as Canada and Belgium 
as of  the upcoming periods of  the 
21st century. This multiculturalism 
will pose a problem in time. There will 
be minority groups that are willing to 
unite with Mexico. However, there will 
be no change in relation to borders, 
because America will not be willing to 
do so. American soldiers will intervene 
in these regions.

In the same period, there will be 
a conflict with regard to the use 
of  energy. Both mobile and data-
processing robots will be more 
common than the automobiles. This 
phenomenon will pave the way for the 
previously-expressed energy crisis and 
will bring the hydrocarbon technology, 
which takes root in the European age, 
to an end. USA will make use of  the 
space for energy.    

CONCLUSION AND 
EVALUATION:

It is considered to be useful to read this 
book, which analyzes the next century 
in terms of  historical, technological 
and geopolitical aspects, highlights 
a certain American supremacy in a 
continuous manner, makes an explicit 
propaganda of  the American culture in 
some parts and presents these forecasts 
through various scenarios.
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COE-DAT
ACTIVITIES

COE-DAT was visited by the 
Director of  Operations, Readiness 
and Mobilization, Office of  the 
Deputy Chief  of  Staff, US Army, 
MG. Joseph ANDERSON on 6 
April 2011.

2

1. COE-DAT carried out a course on “Fighting Financial Dimensions of Terrorism” on 4-8 
April 2011 in Ankara/Turkey. In the course; terrorist funding, conceptual framework, 
relevant crimes were reviewed.  The attendees considered process, methods, typologies 
of terrorist financing,  movement and usage of funds and investigations of terrorist 
financing and examined with speakers the national/international mechanisms to counter 
terrorism financing, measures, efforts, the growing significance of financial intelligence, 
potential impediments to successful investigations and appropriate means for removing 
impediments. Lastly, the future of terrorist financing and effective measures were 
evaluated. There were 43 attendees from 14 countries and 9 speakers from 4 countries. 
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COE-DAT was visited by the 
Coordinator of  Pakistan Counter 
Terrorism Unit, Mr. Zafarullah 
KHAN and a delegation with them 
on 7 April 2011. 
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5. COE-DAT was visited by the Algerian President Consultant, Mr. Kamel R.BARA on 8 
April 2011.  

6. COE-DAT conducted a course on “Efficent Crisis Management to Mitigate the Effects of 
Terrorist Activity” on 18-22 April 2011 in Ankara/ Turkey. During the course consequence 
management, use of force and rules of engagement, monitoring and warning systems, 
interegancy policy and strategy development, roles of reaction forces and first 
responders, roles and responsibilities of crisis management leader, public information 
management, civil disorder management, hostage negotiation for decision makers, tools 
and strategies were discussed and a case study on “UK Perspective” was presented. 
There were seven lectures from three countries (three from Turkey, two from USA, two 
from UK) and 38 students from 18 different countries. 
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7. COE-DAT was visited by a delegation from South-East Europe Brigade (SEEBRIG) on 
19 April 2011.  

8. COE-DAT was visited by the Chief of Military Intelligence of Ukraine, LTG. Sergiy 
GYMZA on 20 April 2011.  

COE-DAT was visited by the Chief  of  
Military Intelligence of  Ukraine, LTG. 
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9. COE-DAT hold a ceremony of Hungary’s joining to the COE-DAT on 21 April 2011 with 
the participation of Military Attaches of Sponsoring Nations. 

10. COE-DAT was visited by Chief of Defence Force of New Zealand, LTG. Ryhs Jones on 
22 April 2011.  
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11. 2012 POW coordination meeting was conducted on 27 April 2011, with the participation 
of representatives from C-IED COE, JCBRN COE and MILENG COE. 

12. COE-DAT hosted a course on “Defense against Terrorism” on 2-13 May 2011 in Ankara 
/ Turkey. The topics were; to examine causes of terrorism today and in the future, to be 
aware of the role of NATO in DAT, overview on crisis management related to terrorist 
attacks, to study terrorism and the media relations, to study general threat assessment of 
cyber terrorism, terrorism and  intelligence, to understand the importance of the threat of 
weapons of mass destruction and a case study was presented by two Pakistani and Iraqi  
Army experts’ opinion standpoints and examine their experiences on countering 
terrorism. 21 lecturers were attended the course from three countries and there were 52 
attendees from 20 countries. 
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in Ankara / Turkey. There were six lecturers from eight countries and 34 participants from 
15 countries. 

Future Activities 

1. Change of Command Ceremony of COE-DAT will be held on July 14, 2011 in COE-DAT 
facilities in Ankara / Turkey.  

2. COE-DAT is organizing an Advanced Training Course on “Defence Against Terrorism” 
26-30 September 2011 in Montenegro. The course intends to discuss and understand the 
current terrorism threats, examine strategies in different fields to combat terrorism, study the 
existing institutional and conceptual gaps in combating  terrorism. 

13. COE-DAT conducted a Advanced Training Course on “Defence against Terrorism” on 
23-27 May 2011 in Kiew / Ukraine. The course covered the following topic areas: 
Strategies on defense agains terrorism, terrorism and media, dynamics of ideology and 
terror, legal aspects of combating terrorism, DAT and International Law, legal responses 
of financing terrorism, role of intelligence in DAT, overwiev of cyberterrorism, energy 
security, suicide terrorism psychology and demographics, new operational environment, 
overview of crisis mamanegement, defence against WMD terrorism, border / transport 
security and infrastructure. And a case study on “defence against terrorism : Turkish 
experience” was presented.  There were 33 participans from four countries and 11 
lecturers from five countries.  

14. A conference was conducted by Russia NATO Council with the coordination and 
logistical support of COE-DAT on “Critical Infrastructure Protection” on 20-21 June 2011 
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Change of  Command Ceremony of  COE-DAT will be held on July 14, 2011 in COE-DAT facilities 
in Ankara / Turkey. 

COE-DAT is organizing an Advanced Training Course on “Defence Against Terrorism” 26-30 
September 2011 in Montenegro. The course intends to discuss and understand the current terrorism 
threats, examine strategies in different fields to combat terrorism, study the existing institutional and 
conceptual gaps in combating  terrorism.
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